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Baapmmup BACUANMHEHKO

EKATEPUHNHCKUE
OPADBI

HUcTtopuyecrasi noBecTb

Aeto 1808 ropa B Poccuiickolt UMIIepun Ka3aar0Ch BIIOAHE OOBIYHBIM, HE CAUIIKOM yTO-
MUTEABHBIM, CYyeTHBIM UAU yIPoO’Karollle TpeBOKHBEIM. C paHIly3aMH, CTapaHUSIMHU ANeK-
caHapa I, 661n0 pocTUTHYTO ITepeMupHe. [TpaBaa, IPOUCXOAUAN AOBOABHO YaCThIE€ CTBIYKU C
TYpPKaMH, HO K HUM, KaK BOAWUTCSI, BCE€ AQBHO IIPUBBIKAU...

A B IlepBONIpECTOABHOM, B OapCKOM ycapbOe Ha [IpeunicTeHKe, CTOSIA TUXUM HIOHBCKUN
Beuep. 13 60oraToro ocoOHgKa B CTHUAE «PYCCKOTI'0O KAACCHUITU3Ma» CAYTH B AOOPOTHBIX AUBpeE-
SIX BBIHOCST B IIEHTP IIPOCTOPHOT'O ABOPA BMECTUTEABHOE «BOABTEPOBCKOE» KPECAO U YTOA-
AUBO BBIBOAAT II0A PYKHU cTaporo rpada Aarekces ['puropbeuda Opaosa. OH B POCKOIITHOM,
IIIEAKOBOM XaAaTe, Ha TOAOBe TEMHO-BUIIIHEBAS, TypenKasa decka. 'pada 6epe>kHO U cTapa-
TEABHO yCa’KMBAIOT B KPECAO.

ABoe AIO’KUX ABOPOBBEIX, HAACA’)KUBASICh, HECYT OIPOMHBIN CepeOPAHBIN Ta3 C YUCTeN-
11el pPOAHUKOBOM BOAOM. be3 MaaelIiiero BCnaecka CTaBAT €ero y HOT BAACTEANHE, OOYTHIX
B OapxaTHble carnokKu. OpAOB KMBKOM I'OAOBBI ITIOAQET 3HAK cayraM. OAWH U3 XOAOIIOB Ma-
LIIeT PYKOM ¥ KPUUUT:

— Crénkal Mosxna! Beiymatire!..

Ha obmupHOM roany0aTHe B TAyOMHE ABOpa PaclaXxMBaeTCd C AeCATOK ABepell, U COT-
HSI HEeYAEP KUMBIX, MCTOMUBIIINUXCS 110 BOA€ IITHUI], TPelellla U MeAbKasd KPBIAbIMH, MUTOM
yCTpeMAsieTcsd B IoAHeOeche. ABOPOBHIE a3apTHO, IBHO He B CUAAX CAEPIKaThCs, B3allyCKHU
CBUCTAT U IPUNAACHIBAIOT. CTapsli rpad MOHUMAOIIE YABIOAeTCA.

Ero BHyIIMTEABHOE, MAaCCUBHOE AUIIO C TAYOOKHMM, 3aCTaPEABIM IIIPAaMOM Ha A€BOH IIleKe
KPUBUTCS B CHUCXOAUTEABHOM, AOOPOM ycMelIKe. A oOpeTiire CBOOOAY TOAYOU 3aBOAAT B
HeOe 3aBOPAKUBAIOIINY, IPUXOTAUBBIN XOPOBOA: IIAPAT, KPY’KaT, KyBBIPDKAIOTCHL. ..

OpAOB CKAOHSET TYYHOE TEAO Ha) CepeOpsHOM MOCYAMHOM — OH y’Ke He B COCTOSHUU
3alIPOKUHYTH FTOAOBY. A B 3¢ PKaABHO-TIPO3PAavYHON BOAE BEAUKOAEITHO OTPa>karoTCs BCe IITH-
YbU YAOBKH U CaMble HeBEPOSTHBIE TUPYITHL. ['pad ¢ BOCTOProM 3HATOKA CAEAUT 3a HUMU U
HUKaK He AyMaeT, YTO BUAUT ITUYBIO IIOTeXY B IIOCAEAHUM pas...

W TyT HEe>XAQHHO, U3 TOAIIM BOABI, CAOBHO HeB3Haual, BBIIABIBAET CUAYST MOAOAOTO,
TOHKOTO Mecana. M3amusii, epBa 3ameTHBIN. Ho OpAOB mo4eMy-TO 30pKO BCMaTPUBAETCA B
Hero, Hallpoub 3a0bIBas O IPUTATATEABHOM IITUUYbel 3a0aBe. EMy He’KAQHHO BCIIOMUHAETCS
Manékag OyxTta HecMma, oOMIMpPHAsA raBaHb, CIAOLIL 3a0UTad TyPeKUMU CyAaMH, U ITOA0O-
HBIU JKe MecCsll, eABa IPOCTYIIMBIINY HA BEICOKOM HeOe...

OTO OBIA TOJKe UIOHBb-MECHI], TOABKO IIOUTH COPOK AeT Hasap, B 1770 roay. AeHb, TOU-
Hee, Beuep bararoseprbix [Tetpa n ®esponmuu. 'pac TorAa CTOSIA Ha KQTMTAHCKOM MOCTHUKE
(ArarMaHCKOro Kopabas BMecTe ¢ AByMs apMuparaMu — CHUPUAOBBIM U DAPHUHCTOHOM,
OpHUTaHIIEM, COCTOSBIINM Ha PyCCKON cAy»KOe. Ero maaamnii 6pat @épop 651 psipoM. Oba
aAMHUpaira B MyHAUPaAX, a ABoe OPAOBBIX B ITATCKOM ITAAQThe. BHYIIINTEABHOE CKOIIUIIE Bpa-
SKECKHUX CYAOB ITOTPSICAO BCEX...

— MHe pyMaeTcs, €3p, aTaKy CAepAyeT HadaTb YTPOM, — yBEPEeHHO, HO HETPOMKO OPOCHUA
QHTAWYaHUH.

— Ho nouemy yTpom?.. — 3acoOMHeBaACs AreKCel.
— A nortomy, rpacd, — nopxBaTua CIMPUAOB, — UYTO TYPKH, He K HOUM OyAb IOMSAHYTHI,
HaOMAUCH B OYXTY, KaK Kyphl B KYPSATHHUK... M TOKa OHU CIIOAOOATCI OTTyAQ BBIMTH... — OH

CAeAaA KPaCHOPEUUBBIM KecT pyKoy, — MBI ux!.. OHU U YUXHYTH He yCHeroT!..
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OPpPAOB TOAHOCHT K TA@3aM ITOA30PHYIO TPYOY ¥ BHUMATEABHO OCMAaTPUBAET BPakeCKyIO
acKappy. CyAs 110 BceMy — TYPKHU He JKAAAM KaKOTr'o-AN0O CIOPIIPU3a U BPSIA AU AYMaAH, 4TO
PYCCKHe HAaKpOIOT MX B TUXOM raBaHU HaKaHyHe HOYM, KOTAQ OHU COBEPIIMAU BeUuepDHUU
HaMa3...

— A CTOUT AW KAQTh yTpa? — CIpalInBaeT OH caMoro cebsi. — MBI uX Bpa3 npuxyuum!
Bes nmpomeprenus... B oann mbrx!..

— Kak?! Houblo, cap?!.. — nmoparkaeTcs OpuTaHer,.

Anekcelr cMmoTpuT Ha CIMpUAOBA:

— CKOABKO y Hac OpaHAep, apAMHUpPanA?..

— AecsiTKa ABa HabepETCs, Ballle CUITEABCTBO. ..

— INpuka>xkuTe CIIycKaTh UX Ha BOAY U MaTPOCOB IroToBbTe... JKuBee!..

A mop HUMY, Ha ITaryOe, CKYYUAUCH MAaTPOCH], Opocas APYT APYTy OCTOPOJKHEIE, 00s3-
AUBBIe (PpPa3bL:

— Mars uectHas! Cxoabko ux! PoBHO cTapo rycunoe!l.. [Toau-Ka, BTpoe 6OAbIIle Hallle-
ro. E>keant He BrsATepo!.. DK MbI BAUTIAU!..

Aa>ke B yImepObHOM CBeTe Mecsilia 3aMeTHO, YTO BCe OHU CMYIIIEHBI ¥ 033AQUEHHI. ..

A sicHas, TE€nAad, I0KHAs HOUb, Ka’KeTcs, He IpepBeltaeT Oepbl. CIIOKOMHAsA, COHHAA
TAAQAb 3aAMBa HeOBIBAAO THXA M HEABMYKMMA, U Bpa’KeCKUe CyAd CAOBHO APEMAIOT B OTA@AE-

AHTAUNCKINM aAMUPaA HAaCTOMYUBO IIpepAOCTeperaeT:

— OTO0 OOABIION PUCK, cap! Ayullle AOJKAATHCSA PACCBETA. ..

OpAOB 3aAMPUCTO OPOCAET:

— Bcs Hama, apMupan, JKu3Hb — OAUH OoablIol puck! Ho pApyroro maHca He 6yaer.
CMmeneel!..

U Ha KOpabASiIX 3aKHUIIAeT MOAYAAUBAs, COCPEAOTOYeHHas cyeTa. CIIyCKalOTCSI Ha BOAY
3aKUTaTeABHBIE CYyAQ-OpaHAEPhL, MaTPOCHI AOBKO Pa30MpPArOT BECAQ, IPOBOPHO paCCa’kKUBa-
10TCsl. OpPAOB BIIOATOAOCA HAITYTCTBYeT UX:

— TloaxoauTe, OpaTiipl, TOA caMblil 00pT! [Tapy-TpolKy rarep 3amaruTe — W HAYHET
noAbIxaTe!.. bor pacT — camu JKUBBEI OyAeM, U BUKTOpUIO oTiipa3pHyeM! Briepéa! Pycy, He
TPYCBh!..

Mopsiky HaneraloT Ha BECAQ, U OPAHAEPHI, OAHA 3@ APYTOH, YXOAAT B CTOPOHY OYXTHL.
OpAOB pa3MallnucTo KPeCcTUuT ux... HeCKOABKO MHUHYT IIPOXOAWUT B TPEBOJKHOM, TSTOCTHOM
OKHUAQHUM. AeCaHT TUXOMOAKOM IOAKPAABIBaeTCs K TypeIKUM KOopaOAsaM. BcobIxuBaer
OAWH 3a’)KUTQTEABHBIN CHApSA, APYTroH, TpeTuil... Ha naaybax HeNIpUATEABCKUX CYAOB IIO-
SIBASIFOTCSI MATYIIIUECS] TeHH, CABIIIHBI IOTPSICEHHBIE TOPTAHHBIE BONIAU... [PEMUT MOIIIHBIN
B3PBIB, AeTAT Ha BO3AYX KyCKH OOIIMBKHU, AOCKU IIaayO, OyXTa OCBelaeTcsl OarpOBBIM 3a-
peBoM. E1é oAVH B3PHIB U eIIlé... A HECKOABKO MTHOBEHHMH CITYCTS yJKe ITOABIXaeT Bech Ty-
penku PAOT — rop4aT KOPIyca, Ma4Thl, peH, NIpUcoOpaHHble ITapyca... Hy>kue MaTpOCHL B
IIaHWKe IIPHITaloT 3@ O0PT...

— Hy, uTo cKaskeTe, apMupan?.. — oopamaercd OpAOB K aHTAMYaHUHY. — BuKTOpUA?
Aanu MBI UM >Kapy ¢ HucTeii etiepBepk!.. S AaBHO Takoro He BHAEA... PazBe uto nop HoBbIM
roa/l..

— Tak TouHO, c3p! — 6oApoO oTBeuaeT DAduHCTOH, a Dépop OparoB OpocaeTcs ¢ 00bs-
THUAMHU K Opary:

— AAémIKa, Tel — reHuit! 51 y>xe He 4asin >JKUBBEIM OTCIOAQ BEIOpaThes... Hy, Monroaen! Hy,
repoiu!..

OpAOB C TOPAOCTEIO:

— He apenidn, ®épop! He nepeBeancs emé B Poccuu OpaoBril.. Yaanb ropopa 6epér!
3Hau Hammx!..

BAnkmM 6arpoBOrO IAGMEHU TPEBOJKHO UIPAIOT Ha €ro AUlle C XapaKTEePHBIM IAyOOKUM
IIpaMoOM. MaTpoCEl Ha TaayOe POCCUUCKOrO KOPaOAs NMPUNAICHEIBAIOT M MAIITyT pyKaMu. A
TAQAb OOABITIOTO 3aAMBA TIOXOAUT Ha PACTIAABAECHHYIO CTaAb...

2

Tor >xe 1770 rop, HECKOABKO HepeAb cirycTa: CaHKT-IleTepOypr, KaOMHET UMIIepaTpu-
1l B 3uMHeM ABopiie. EkaTepuna Il BMecTe ¢ reHepar-apAbIOTaHTOM YepHBIIEBLIM U Ce-
KpeTapém EnarmHbBIM CKAOHUANCH HaA KapToM Ha IPOCTOPHOM paboueM CTOAE TOCYAAPBIHU.
OHa 03a004YeHO BBICIIPAIIUBAET:

— lNoka>xkuTe MHe, TeHepan, TAe ceruac AeNCTByeT apMusa PymsaHIeBa?..

YepHBINIEB MOKa3bIBaeT Ha KapTe:

— l3BoabTe BUAETh, Barte BeanuecTBo, HU)KHee TeueHUe peku AyHas? 3AeCh B HEro
BIIapaeT peka Karya...

EkaTepuHa cOCpepOTOYEHHO:

— Aa-pa, g BuKy. AyHalt u Karya... 9T1o 3aech? TyT u Ao HEpHOTO MOpPS PYKOM IIOAQTH! ..
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'eHepan MOATBEPIKAAET, He JKeAasd YTAYOAITHCA B AeTaau. OH IIOMHUT, 4TO Ilapulia He
CUABHA B reorpaduu:

— HMmenHO Tak. V, Mo HalllUM CBEAEHUSAM, B 3TOM MeKAypeube COCPEAOTOUEHBI BCe
TA@BHBIE CHUABI TYPEIIKOM apMUM MOA HAa4aAOM BEAWKOIO BU3UPS XaAAUAb-TIAIIN... MeXAYy
IIPOYMM, 3TO BTOPOM YEAOBEK IIOCAE CAMOI'O CYATaHa. ..

ExarepuHa BCTPEBOKEHO:!

— A BEAWKO AU UX UMCAO?..

— OKOAO cTa IaTUAECATHU ThICAY, Balre BeanuectBo. TypKu cOOpaAm BCE, YTO MOTAM...
— CO B3AOXOM OTBeuaeT reHepaa. Llapuiia, moMepAnB, 03a00UeHHO CIIPAIINBAET:

— Bo CKOABKO pa3 OHU IIPEBOCXOAAT apMUIo PyMaHIIeBa?..

YepHBIIEB, XMYPSACh, HEOXOTHO IIPU3HAET:!

— K coxxaneHnuto, Baille BeAnuecTBO, IPEBOCXOAAT IIOUTU A€CATUKPATHO. TakK y’K CAy-
YUAOCB...

Bce Tpoe ymoakaroT. 'eHepan u ceKpeTaphb He pellaroTcsl IpepBaTh TPEBOKHOE Pa3AY-
Mbe uMIneparpuibl. Ho yepes munyTy EKaTeprHa roBOPUT C TBEPAOCTBIO X BOOAYIIIEBAEHU-
eM:

— Hy, uro nopeaaens, rociopal OCTaéTcss TOABKO yIIOBaTh Ha MUAOCTb Boskbio! — oHa
ycepaHO KpecTUTcs. [IpuaABOpHBIEe TOAAEPIKUBAIOT e€. EkaTepuHa CIIyCcTs MIHOBeHUe IIpH-
OaBageT: — U emié MmeHs KpaliHe OeCIIOKOUT CyabOa Hallero (pAoTa... — OHa BCTpedYaeTcs
B3TASIAOM C YepHBIIEBBIM. — ] IpeKpacHO NOMHIO, 3axap ['puropseBuy, Balllu olaceHus,
Korpa Aaekceir OpAOB HaCTaWBaA Ha ITOXOAe HAIINX Kopabaell B Cpepr3eMHOE MOpe...

YepHBITIEB HACTOMUMBO MTOATBEPIKAAET:

— Ipomry npoiuienus, Bame BeandecTBo, HO 3TO — uucTas aBaHTIopal.. — OH IOXKU-
MaeT naedaMu. — [1odTu rop MUHYA C TeX IIOP, KaK Hallla 3CKappa yiaa u3 KpoHMITaATa, 1
YTO, TA€ HAlllM XBaAr€HBIe MOPAKU?.. [ToAOBHHA BCeX CYAOB KaHyAQ Ha AHO, He AOMAS TYAQ,
KyA@ CAEAOBAAO...

EAaruH nblTaeTcs CMATYUTE CUTYAIAIO:

— Ho Aaekceli 'puropseBud cOOOIIIaA HaM, UTO I'PEKU OKa3bIBAIOT PYCCKUM BCAYECKYIO
IIOAAEPIKKY... — OH II€PEeBOAWT B3TASA Ha Iapully. — Bcé-Taku 3TO HAIlM eAWHOBEPIIHL...
OHU pa’Ke rOTOBBI IOAHSATH IPOTUB TYPOK BOCCTaHUe. [TONBITKU y>Ke OBIAK... BMecTo Mop-
CKUX CPa’KeHUN MOJKHO 3aTeATh CyXOIIyTHHIE, He TaK AM?..

YepHBILIEB HAMEPEH BO3PA3UTh, HO B ABEPSIX IIOSIBASIETCS KaMep-AaKeu:

— Barre BeanuecTBo, rerepan rpad OpAoB ITOKOpHEMIIIe TPOCUT IPUHSTE ero...

ExaTeprHa B3BOAHOBAHHO BOCKAUIIAET:

— Anexkcett OparoB?! BoT 3TO HOBOCTE!..

Aakeu TUXO IPOU3HOCHUT:

— Hwukaxk met, Batre BeangecTtBo. I'padp ®épop I'puropneBud. ..

— IMpocul!.. M1 5kpAEM ero... — 06eCIIOKOeHHO TpedyeT Iapuiia.

[MosBasieTcs @épop OpAOB, OH B IIOXOAHOM, 3aMEeTHO IIOMATOM Hapspe. LleayeT pyky
rOCyAaQpBIHY, KAQHAETCS CAaHOBHUKAM. EKaTeprHa HeTepIeAnuBO TpeOyeT:

— AoxknappiBaniTe, rpad! Uro ¢ HammMm paroTrom?! Pazout? [Toronren?! Hy xel..

DEAOP MHMPOKO YABIOAETCS:

— BuxkTopus, Bame BeanuectBo! TToaHag u okoHuaTeAabHasd! Typenkoro ¢aoTa Tenepb
HeT U B IIOMHHE...

YepHBIIIEB He BEPUT CBOUM YIIIaM:

— Kak HeT B noMuHe ?! Aa OBITE TAKOTO He MoxkeT!.. Bel mryTute, rpac?!..

OpAOB IPOCTO:

— Kaxkue Tyt mrytku?! OH cropea. AoTAa... Hu eAMHO I1eA0M TOCYAUHBI He OCTAAOCh...
Hwu nienku, HU TPSATIOUYKH. ..

ExaTeprHa B IOAHOM BOCTOPre:

— I'Ae aTo cayunaock? Kak?! Aa 66ITh Takoro He MoxkeT!.. OcTaBbTe UTyTUTH! ..

U Tyt OpAOB TOAPOOHO AOKAQABIBAET:

— B HecMmeHcKOM OyXTe BCEe CAYUHAOCH, Batte BeanuecTBo... B HOub Ha 26 UIOHA... — OH
OpocaeT MOOEAHBIN B3TASIA Ha IPUABOPHEBIX. — AAEKCeH IPUKAa3aA CITyCTUTE Ha BOAY 3ayKU-
raTeAbHBIEC CYyAQ-OpPaHAEPHL, @ TYPKH Yy Ke IIOYMBATE U3BOAMAM... — Ipad yabiOaercss. — Ml

ITIOAKPAAMCH THXOMOAKOM U AQAU UM NPUKYPUTh! OHU B OAHUX, IIapPAOH, IIOAIIITAHHUKAX B
Mope IpbeIrard... Haneperouku!.. [To>kap oAbIXxaa TakKoM — HeOy >KapKo CTano!..

CaHOBHUKYN M3YMAEHHO NEPETASIABIBAIOTCS, U UEepHBIIIEB YKOPU3HEHHO KadyaeT T'OAO-
BOI:

— A Kak >Ke IIpaBHUAQ BOEHHON HayKM?¢.. BUKTOPHUIO AOAKHO OAEP’KMBATh B OTKPLITOM
0010... AUIIOM, KaK TOBOPUTCS, K AUIY C IPOTUBHUKOM... B 3TOM 1 eCTh UCTUHHAA AOOAECTB!..

Ho ExkaTepurHa He coraamaeTcs:

— OcraBsbTe, 3axap 'puropresuu! Kakas B MoOAOOHOM cAydae HaykKa? OTo Oblra OUTBA
AaBupa c 'oamadom!.. — cekperapio: — ['OTOBBTe yKa3, MUAOCTUBBIN rOCyAapk... [Ipucso-
uThb rpady Arekcero OpAoBY 3BaHHe HeCMEHCKOTO U BO3BECTHU B UECTh CeU OAMCTATEABHOU
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mo6eAbl TPUYM@ParbHYI0 KOAOHHY! OH 3acAy’KUA eé 1o npaBy. [ToOoAbIIe OBl TAKUX HEY-
yeti! 5 papa HeCKazaHHO, HAAEIOCh, BEI TOXKE...

EAarns oXOTHO KMBaeT:

— Bes Bcgkoro comHenus, Barie BeanuecTBo...

EkarepuHa oOpalaeTcsa K UepHBIIEBY, IOTUPAsd PYKU:

— Kaxk roBop4grT y Hac B Hapoae, reHepaa? Amuxa 6epa — Hadanro?.. Haganro u BOpaBAy
AMXOe... — OHa 0epET B PyKU TabaKepKy c nopTpetoM [leTpa I 1 HeBOABHO 3apep>KUBaeT Ha
Hel cBOU B3rAsgp,. — Ilérp Beankuit, IOMHUTCA MHe, BEA BOEHHBIE KAMIIAHUM CYIIPOTUB TY-
POK He OAHa>KABI, OAHAKO Ha MOpe... — IlapHuila IoKMMaeT ITaedaMu. YepHEBIIIEB COTAACHO
TTOATBEPIKAQET:

— Ha mope, Bame BeanuecTBo, MOAOOHBIX OaTaAUM He CAy4ar0Ch. OCOOAUBO BO3AE TY-
penkux 6eperos, B CaMOM, KakK TOBOPUTCS, AOTOBe HeIIPUATEAd... HTO Ha3bIBaeTCsa — IIOBe3-
Aol

ExarepuHa 3aAyMYMBO IPOU3HOCHUT:

— Kaxk OBl 3a 9TUM AOOPHIM Ha4aAOM He IIOCAEAO0BAAO HeAaapHOe IpopoAKReHUe, — Op-
AOBY: — CKOABKO B TypellKoM (PpAOTe OBIAO KOpabaett, rpad ?

ToTr yBepeHHO cOOOIIAET:

— BueTBepo npoTus Hallero, Bame BeandecTBo. MBI A@’Ke ITIOHaYaAy CUABHO 00ecIo-
KOWAUCH... BpUTaHCKUN apAMHpaA HUKaK He >KeAaa PUCKOBATh U HAC XOTeA YAep’KaTh, HO
Anekcen...

— Anekcell 'puropbeBudy, Kak BCerAa, HOCTyIHUA Io-cBoeMy! KcTaTy, a rae oH caM U BCA
ero KoMaHAa? — 3a00TAMBO BolpouiaeT rapuiia. OpAOB ycMeXxaeTcs:

— AheKkcel IIpUKa3aAa KOpaOASIM HALIUM UATHU B HEpHOe MOpe, a MeHS BBICAAUAM Ha Oe-
per U g JKUBBIM AyXOM IIOMYAACS B CTOAUIY. Ha mepekrapHBIX.

YepHBINIEB COKPYIIEHHO KadaeT TOAOBOU:

— Kaxk Bac, rpad, Typku 1o popore He cijanarn? Cre IpoCcTo YAUBUTEABHO!

Ho OpaoB noka3bsIiBaeT Ha KapTe:

— A 4, TeHepan, OKPY>KHBIM ITyTEM dyepe3 ABCTpuUlo, 'epMaHuio, AUPAIHANIO, DCTASH-
anto. C pecsTOK Aoltaper 3arHaa! Ho sKuB-3A0pOB, Kak BUAUTE.

Llapuiia 3aAyMY1BO IPOU3HOCUT:

— Ecam Ham caoT, pact Bor, Boméa B UépHoe Mope, To apMum PymsaHIleBa cTaHeT 3Ha-
YUTEABHO AeTde, He TaK AU ¢

YepHBIIIEB aBTOPUTETHO TTOAAEPIKUBAET €€:

— Bes Bcakoro comHeHus, Barie BeanuecTBo. TypKH B 3TOM CAy4Yae OKa’KyTCS B 3aIllaj-
He. AeBaTbCAd UM U B IIPABAY OYAET HEKYAQ...

ExarepuHa, COKPYIIEHHO B3AOXHYB, HAIIOMUHAET:

— A B apMmuu PyMgHIIEBa COAAQT BAECATEPO MEHBIIE... — COOeCEeAHUKHU COTAACHO KH-
BaIOT roroBamMu. OpHAKO OHa 000ApsIole yAbIOaeTcs: — He Hap0 ITapaTh AyXOM, rocropaa!
YHBIHTE eCTh BeAUKUM I'peX, He TaK AU?..

l'ocypapeIHg OTKpEIBaeT TabakepKy U HaOWpaeT IellOTKy Tabaka. HioxaeT u uymxaer.
ITpupBOpHEBIE APYFKHO:

— AoOporo 3p00poBbs, Baiite BeandecTso!..

EkaTepurHa AOOPOAYIIIHO OT3BIBAETCH:

— BaaropapcTBytiTe, rocriopa! 3To MO canlOT B 4acTh HobeAbl. BusaT, Poccus!..

[TpuaBOpHBIE BIOAHE UCKPEHHE YABIOQIOTCA. .

3

Uroas-Mecan, 1770 ropa. beccapadug, okpecTHOCTH cenra Byakanemrtu. TyT pacrono-
JKUACS PYCCKUM BOEHHBIU Aarepb. Bedepeer. B naraTke reHepan-anmeda [Terpa ArekcaH-
ApoBuua PymsaHIIeBa Ipu cBeuax 3acepaeT BOEHHBIN COBET, CPeAU ero Y4aCTHUKOB — TeHe-
paa I'puroputi [ToTEMKUH ¢ 4EpPHOM NMOBA3KON Ha A€BOM rAasy. KOMaHAYIOMIUN TOABOAUT
HUTOT:

— Wrak, rocnopa odulepsl, AUCIO3UINSI BaM XOPOIIIO U3BeCTHA. MBI HCXUTPUAUCH I10-
AOUTH K TYPeIlKMM aBaHIIOCTaM BeChbMa CKOPO M He3aMeTHO. Tellepb HAAAEKUT IIePepOX-
HYTb, HQCKOPO IIEPEKYCUTh U Ha 3ape — B 0Oou. [Toka Typku OyAyT COBepIIaTh YTPEHHUNU
HaMa3 — MBI IOMAEM B HaCTylAeHUe!

OpanH 13 0(hUIlepOB HAIIOMUHAET:!

— Baire npeBoCXOAUTEABCTBO, BBl OTAQAU IIPUKA3 HE PAa3BOAUTH KOCTPOB, @ COAAQTEHI
yeThIpe AHS TOpsdel IUIIY He eAn...

PyMsHIIeB HAaCTOMYMBO MOBTOPSIET:

— IToAKOBHUK BOPOHIIOB, €3KeAr MBI Pa3BEAEM KOCTPHI, TO HEIIPUATEAD, HE OYAb AyPaK,
Cpa3y IOMMET — KaKoe BOWCKO eMy IIPOTUBOCTOUT! B HalllM MAQHBL 3TO HE BXOAUT.

Ho I'ToTéMKUH ¢ yABIOKOU ITPEAAATAET:

— C Balero Io3BOAEHUS, Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, MOJKHO Pa3BeCTH TAKUX KOCTPOB
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CTOABKO, 4TO HeOy >KapKo cTtaHeT! M HarHaTh Ha OacypMaH cTpaxy! UeM He pemapii?..

Odurepsl 3aMEeTHO OJKUBAAIOTCA. PyMsaHIIEB CIIOKOMHO IIapUpPYeT:

— Sl meHIO Ballle OCTPOYMUeE, TOCIIOAWH TeHepaaA, HO OTMEHSITh IPUKa3bl He HaMepeH.
ITycTh COAAQTHI B MOCAEAHUN pa3 MOA3AIIPABATCA CYXMM IallKOM — BoeBaTh 3Aed OyayT! 1
CHAT B IIOATAA3@ — UYyTbh CBET BBICTyIIaeM. A, AACT bor, oponeeM TYpoK — BCe HAeAATCS AO
OTBaAAQ...

Apyro reHepaA MpayHO OypPYUT:

— Kaxko® y>X TyT COH — Ha IrycToe 6pioxo!

PyMsHIIEB CTPOro HallOMUHAET:

— T'enepan PenHuH, Bama AMBU3UA UAET B aTaKy IepPBOM, UMeNTe 3TO B BUAY!..

— Caymarocs, Balle npeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, — KPOTKO OpocaeT PerrHuH.

Pymsaniies oOparraercs K [ToTéMKUHY:

— A Balll KOHHBIN NTOAK, TeHepaa [TOTEMKIMH, YAQPUT 1O TPaBOMY (PAQHTY TYPOK.

ToT uétko:

— ByaeT ucnoaHeHo, Baille IpeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO!

PymaHIIEB, 9yTh pacCcAaOUBIINCEH, AOBEPUTEABHO IPONU3HOCHUT:

— TlomuuTe, rocnopa OMUILEPE], HALl YAAP AOAKEH OBIThb BHE3AIIHBIM U SPOCTHBIM.
[TpoMepreHUe rpo3UT rudeasnto... He mocpamuM ke caaBy oTeuectBa! C borom! — ocenser
ce0s 1 BCeX KPeCTOM.

[TopumMHEHHBIE TOJKE KPECTATCA U BCTAtOT. [ 10 0OAHOMY BBIXOAAT U3 MAaAATKU. KTO-TO BOpP-
YUT BIIOATOAOCA: «AeAo OyaeT Kapkoe. Typok, uTo IMuéa B yabe!» EIé opAuH npubaBAgeT:
«TyT OTOOpHBIE CUABI U3TOTOBUAUCH. BO rAaBe ¢ BeAnKuM BusmpeM!» TpeTuit coraamaeTcs:
«3HauuT, OYAYT CTOSITH HACMEPTh!»

[ToTéMKUH IOAXOAUT K IIape AOIIAAEH, UX AEPKUT 3a MOBOA AeHIIUK. ['eHepan ¢ ero 1o-
MOIIBIO B30UPaeTCd Ha CEAAO, ACHIIIUK OCEAABIBAET APYTYIO AOIIaAb, 1 OHU 00a, HEBOABHO
Ipurndasich K AyKaM, pbIChbIO CKA4YyT B IIOAyMpaKe. Bpaneke BUAHBI COTHU TypeIKUX KO-
cTpoB. Llenoe 3apeBo. A BOKPYT MeABbTeIIAT U CHYIOT OeCUlCAeHHBIe BpaskKeCKUe TeHU. .

— Wb, HexpucTtu!.. — C 3aBUCTBIO BOCKAMIIAET ACHIIMK. — AOAKHO Kallly BapsrT.
CkycHa, nopu-ka! Ha OapanbeM cane...

— ABOCB, BCIO He CBeAAT, — OTBeUYaeT eMy l'eHepaA. — 3aBTpa IIOYTPY MBI UX KOTABI AO
AHa ouuCTUM!..

— Xopo1lo, KoAu OBl Tak!.. — MeuTaTeAbHO, Ha CKaKy, IIOAXBAThIBaeT CITyTHUK. Yepes
MMHYTY OHU OKa3bIBAIOTCS B PACIIOAOKEHUU I'yCapCKOTO IIOAKA.

— Crout! KTo upE€T? — paspaéTcsd CypOBBIM OKAUK.

— Csou, cay>xubbiit! 'enepan [ToTéEMKIMH, — OT3bIBaeTCst OpaBbIli BOEHaUaAbHUK, CIIPHI-
ImBasg HazeMb. K HeMy CIIEIINUT aAbIOTAHT:

— Bailte 1peBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, IOAK TOTOB OTABIXaTh. Kakue OyAyT IpUKa3aHUA ¢

— KoHell He pacCépABIBATh, TOABKO OCAQOUTH IIOANIPYIM, — KOMAHAYET T'e€Hepaa. —
AIOAY HAKOPMAEHBI ¢

AABIOTAHT TOKMMAET IIAeYaMu:

— Ha y>kuH BBIAQHEI CyXapH. 3allMBAAU UX PEYHOU BOAOMN. ..

— Hy, uro nopenraemis? — Bopuut [loTémkuH. — TakoB IpuKa3 KoMaHAyoIero. [1po-
BepbTe, TOAYOUMK, ITocThl. Ha 3ape — B 0oll! — OH HampaBAseTCS K KPOXOTHOU TaraTKe.
ANBIOTAHT CKPBIBAETCSI B TEMHOTE...

B nanratke ITOTEMKHH KpeCTUTCS Ha HEOOABIIYIO UKOHKY BOKbell MaTepH, IIepep Hel
CKYAHO MeplaeT Aammapa. [ToToM AOCTaET U3 MOXOAHOTO CyHAYYKA CBeUy, IIePO, YEPHUAD-
HUIY ¥ AUCT YACTOU OyMaru. 3a’KUTaeT OT AAMIIaABI CBEUY, CTABUT €€ Ha IIOXOAHBINU CTOAUK,
yca’kuBaeTcs Ha TaOypeT, KAQAET Ilepep co00M OyMary, akkypaTHO MaKaeT IIepo B UePHUAD-
Huny. Ero BoaeBoe, 3HAUUTEABHOE AUIO C EAUMHCTBEHHBIM I'Aa30M CTAHOBUTCS OAYXOTBOPEH-
HBIM U MeUYTaTeAbHBIM. ['eHepaa CKAOHSIeTCsT Hap CTOAOM. [AyOOKO B3AOXHYB, OH CTapaTeAb-
HO BBIBOAUT: «Bartrre MimnepaTopckoe BeanuecTBo! BceMuaocTuBeriias rocypapbiHs!.. »

A 3a TOHKMMU CTE€HKaMU NaAaTKU y>Ke BOBCIO BAACTBYEeT HOUb. 3aCEANAHHBIE KOHU CO
CHYTaHHLIMM II€ePEAHMMM HOTaM{, CKAOHUB I'OAOBBI, IIUIAIOT YBSIAIIIYIO CTEIIHYIO TPaBy.
CoApaTHI, IOACTEAUB IIOA Ce0sl HEXUTPhIE ITOJKUTKHU, YAETAUCH HEOOABIIMMU KydKaMU, 3a-
BHUCTAWUBO MOTASIABIBAS Ha IITYMHBIA TYPEIJKUU Aarephb.

— Yero oHu TaM OY35T, OKasgHHBIE? — Pa3AaETCs Yel-TO HeAOYMEHHEIM Bo3raac. — U
COH HexpucTel He OepéT! BoT uepTu!

— AOAKHO 3HTOT Bap4rT... Kak ero?.. [InoB... — BIIOAHE OCBEAOMAEHHO OTBEUYAIOT eMY.

— A MoOKe, OHM Opa>kKy IIbIOT?.. — IIPEAlloAaraeT KTO-To. — 3aKycKa-To poopas!.. Cam
OnI enl..

— BacypmaHe Opa’kKM He IBIOT. Bepa nxHA4 He BeAUT!.. — Oca’kKuUBaeT BCeX ITOKUAOU
COAAQT.

— A KypHUTBL-TO KypsAT aAb TOJKe HeT? — AIOOONBITCTBYET ellé OAVH.
— KypuTb KypsT, — coraaiiaeTcs IOKUAON. — AAAAX UM He 3amperniaeT. Kypure, Moa,
XOTb AO OAYPH!..
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MOAOAOM COAAAQT OCTOPOJKHO IIPEAAATAET:

— Hermrrro 1 Ham NOKypuUTBE? A TO OPIOXO C FOAOAYXH Y’KacThb Kak Iopseno! Hepeato
Kallli He >XpaMmiiu!..

— Hapo y yHAEpa CIpOCUTh, — IpepOoCTeperaeT BeTepaH. — ['eHepan He Beaea pa3Bo-
AWTB OrHS. MacTUPOBKA...

— Tl'ocniopnH yHAep! — BO3BEIIIAET TOAOC MOAOAOM COAAAQT. — TpyOOUKy IOKYPUTH He
AO3BOAMUTE? A TO B KUIIIKaX TOCKAUBO 4ero-To. KaObl TyT He TOMepeTh C yCTaTKy! ..

ToBapuiu cMeroTcsa. YHTep-o(uilep HEOXOTHO ITOAHUMAETCS, MOAXOAUT K A€XKAIUM
IIOAYMHEHHBIM, OCMATPUBAETCS, IOTOM TOBOPUT CYPOBO:

— Kypure, yeptu! ToabKkO He Bce pa3oM. [To nepemenke. 'agpuTte y mendl!..

MoaopO# COAAAT AOCTAET MAAEHBKYIO TPYOKY, KPECAAO U KpeMeHb, XAOIaeT celds 110
OoKaMm:

— OxX, eppH TBOIO B ABIIIIAO! BoT yropasauao, Tak yropasauao!.. Hy, MaTe uecTHas!..

— Tbl uero? HeysKTo pacXoTeAoCh? — AIOOOIBITCTBYET COCEA,

— Kucer, pacTtamna, oOpoHUA. A TAe — He YIIOMHIO...

Cocep IPOTATUBAET TOAOTHSIHBIN MEIIOYEeK:

— Kypu mou. He >)xaako... Mo>XeT, B IOCA€AHUN pas3...

Monop0¥ cOAAAT HaOUBaEeT TPYOKY, YMEAO BbICEKAaeT OTOHb. 3aTATUBAETCH.

— Hy kak? — mHTepecyeTcs cocep. — A0 HyTpa AOCTaA0? AOCTAAO aAb HET?..

— Aa Bpoae HeT. TabaK-ToO HEKUHCKUY, YTO AU ?.. — AIOOOIBITCTBYET KYPHUABIITUK.

— OH caMBI#. Y X0XAad AdBeda KyIUuA. MOr'y OTCBHIATh...

— He B3BIIIIN, KyMaHEK, OOABIIE He BO3bMY. OOMUIITYAUACH... TyPEIKHUI-TO TIOTIOH BCE
OAHO caalile! — mop oOIIUM CMeX 3aKAI0YaeT MOAOAOM COAAAT. YHTeP-0pUIlep TPO3UT UM:

— Tuxo, AbIBOABI! Hatliau BpeMs BeceAuThCs... BoiiHa BeAb! ..

Ha uéproM, 6apxaTHOM HeOe CBepKalOT KPYIHBIE HIOABCKUE 3BE3ABL. Hap pekoit Kary-
AOM IPUYYAAUBO KOABIIIETCSA 3bI0KUM, CePeOPUCTHIA TyMaH. A II0 TEMHOMY IIOAOTOMY Oepe-
I'y, CAOBHO UCKPBI 3aTyXalolllero KOCTpa, TO TYT, TO TaM BCIIBIXMBAIOT U TACHYT CTOPOJKKUE
OTOHBKM COAAATCKUX «HOCOIpeeK». [13-3a ropru30HTa MEAAEHHO BHIIIABIBAET IIOAHAS, PYMSI-
Has AYHa...

4

Llapckoe cenao. boabmon pAsopel. byayap uMmieparpunbl. Ekarepuna, eé kamep-dpay
Mapusa CasunrHa [TepekycuxmuHa U MOAOAAS CAY KaHKa-KaAMBIYKa OKPYKUAU BMECTUTEAD-
HYIO KOP3HHY, a Ha AHE €€, Ha PO30BOU aTAACHOU MOAYIIIKE AeJKUT IIEHOK aHTAMUCKOM AeB-
peTKu.

— Ax, kakas munrasa! Kakas chaBHast! [1peaecTs!.. — BocxuIaeTcs apuiia.

— OTO OH UAW OHa? — AIOOONBLITCTBYET KaAMBIUKa.

— Cetiuac moragauM! — IlepekycuxuHa yMeAo OepET IleHKa IIoNepéK TyaoBulla. Exa-
TepUHA IPOTECTYyeT:

— Mapssa CaBumrHa! O1o oxna. CamMouka. AOKTOP MHe 00 3TOM HaIlUCaA.

— A-a, Hy, KOAU CaM AOKTOP... — COTAAllaeTcs KaMep-dpay, OTIPaBAds AeBPETKY Ha
MecTo. B ABepBb 0cTOPOKHO 3aragabiBaeT rpacd Huknura MBanosud [TauuH:

— Bamre BeanuecTBO, TIO3BOAUTEABHO AW MHE HAPYIIUTD BAll AOCYT?

— Bxoaute-Bxopute, rpacd! — pacnopskaerca ExarepuHa. — IlocmoTpure, Kakoe
yypo! S ymmpatro oT Boctopra... Hy, moatoOyiiTecs xel..

[MTaHMH MOAXOANT, IIEAYET PYKY Llapulle ¥ cMOTPUT. Ero ocaHncTOe AMIIO PACIABIBAETCS
B IIMPOKOM, HEHATyPAAbHOU YABIOKE.

— Kakag MuneHbKasg Moppo4YKal — BOCTOpraeTcd rocypapblHa. — A KaKue CMeIllHBIe
yiku! f y>ke npuayMana et uMst — Aepr AHAEPCOH... Kak BBl HaxopuTe, rpad?

— Nepu AHAEPCOH? — YAUBASIETCS TOT.

— Tloyemy HeT? — mapupyeT ExaTtepmHa. — OHa Xe aHram4daHkKa! MHe npucaan eé
AOKTOP AMMCAAA IPSIMO 13 AOHAOHA... BBl momHAUTE ero, Hukuta MiBaHOBUY? ITO TOT TOCIIO-
AWH, KOTOPBIM IPUBUA MHE OCITy... — IIPH CAOBe «ocla» Ilanun MpauHeeT. ViMneparpuiia
3aMedaeT 3To: — — YTo ¢ Bamu, rpad ¢ Bam HexopoIio?

OH BIIOATOAOCA:

— Co MHO0 Huuero, Bamre BeandecTBo. S1 300pOB BIOAHE, TOABKO Y MeHs, IIPOIITY IIPO-
IIIeHUs, HeAOOpHBIe BECTH... TaK YK CAYUYUAOCH!

ExaTrepuHa MTHOBEHHO OIleHHBaeT 0OCTAaHOBKY U PEIINTEABHO PACIOPSIKaeTCs:

— CyAapsIHHU, OCTaBbTe Hac!..

Kamep-¢pay ¥ KaAMBIUKY TOYHO BETPOM CAYBaeT, BMECTe C AParoeHHBIM aHTAUNCKUM
nopapkoMm. Llapuiia MEITAMBO CMOTPUT Ha coOecepHUKa. [laHWH THXO IPOU3HOCUT:

— B nmepBonpecTtoabHOM, Baiie BeanuecTBo, yyma...

— Yro?! Yyma?! O, mein Gott!.. — napuria 6AepHeeT U MEAAEHHO OITyCKaeTCsd Ha CTYA,
YCAY>KAUBO IIPUABUHYTHIN rpadoM. [TaHWH TpaypHO MOSICHSAET:
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— Tam rops! Tpymos... 'yGepHaTOp ¥ NOAUIIMENCTepP B IaHUKe... MockBa 6e3yMCTBYeT.
YHATb HeBO3MOKHO!.. Hy>)KHEI Oe30TAaraTeAbHbIE MEPHL...

ExarepuHa rayxo BOIIPOIIAET:

— KapaHTUHEI yupe>XKAeHBI ¢ 3acTaBhl yCTPOeHBI? KapayAbl pacCTaBAEHBI? ..

I'pad obGecKypakeHHO MalleT PYKOU:

— Ax, Bamre BeandecTBO, 4TO 3TH 3aCTaBBI AAd Halllero OyiHOro Hapoaa?!.. B3oyHTo-
BaBIIIagCs Y4ePHb COKPYIIINAA BCe MIAArOayMbl, pa30THaAQ KapayAbBHBIX COAAAT, YOHMAQ apXHU-
enmrcKoIla AMBPOCHS, IIBITABIIErOCSd BPAa3yMHUTh CMYTBbAHOB CAOBOM BosxbuM... KaTacTpo-
dal.. — OH HMIMPOKO KPECTUTCS.

[MoTpsicénHas nmIiepaTpuIla He HaXOAUT CAOB, MAIlIMHAABHO KPECTSICh BCAeA 3a [lanu-
HBIM. B Oyayap 3arasiabIBaeT cekpeTapb Lapullbl Eaarvs. B pykax ero sanevaTaHHbIE KOH-
BepThl. EKaTeprHa NOTEPSIHHO CIIPAIlINBAET:

— Yro-to cnemntnoe, MBaH [TepduarveBuu? Ham Hepocyr. [Tocae... Bel cablmuTe ?

Enarun, BUAS TacMypHBIE AMIIa TOCYAQPBIHY U I'pada, AOKAAABIBAET, CAOBHO U3BUHSSCH!

— Bartre BeanuecTBO, cpouHas Aellellla OT reHepaa-aHileda Pymaunesa. C Typelkoro
dponTa... Derbpberepb TOABKO YTO BPYUHA. ..

EkaTepuHa IpoTATUBaeT PyKy, OepET KOHBEPT, HaMePeBasiCh BCKPBITh, HO BAPYT BO3-
BpalllaeT ero ceKpeTaplo:

— Her, He Mory... — OHa IBITaeTcd 0OpPecTr caMooOAapaHue. — UuTalTe, MUAOCTUBBIN
rocypapsb... CemMb 6ep — OAMH OTBeT!..

EharuH AoMaeT CyprydyHble Ile4aTy, M3BAeKaeT HECKOABKO AMCTOB OyMaru u npooeraer
ux raazaMu. Llapuna c rpadoM He CBOAAT C HETO TAad3...

— BuxkTopusg, Bame BeandectBo! — roaoc cekpeTapsi ADOKUT OT BOAHeHUsd. — Buk-
TOpUa — CAaBHas U OecnpumMepHast! TypKu pa30OUTH Ha roAoBy!.. ABaAlaTh THICSY YOUTO,
a HAlllM IIOTEPU — YyTh OOABIIIE THICAYU COAAAT M Oo(pullepoB!.. — KpeCcTUTCId. — YIOKOH,

locmmopn, ux Ay ¢ MUPOM...

HMmnepaTpuiia To)Ke KPeCTUTCS U Yepes3 CUAY YABIOQeTCs:

— Cue BecbMa 3HaMeHATEeABHO, Tociopal.. MBI OAOAEeAN TYPOK Ha MOpe U Ha cytiie. [Tpo-
TUB BCSKOTO OJKUAAHU... Bor Moti! — oHa KpecTuTcs c ooaerdeHueM. — SIBu HaM, ['ocmoan,
MHAOCTB TBOIO U crtaceHue TBOE papylt Ham!..

IMTanuH TO>Ke oceHsAeT ce0sI KPeCTOM U TOBOPUT C HEKOTOPBHIM Ha>KUMOM:!

— lenepan PymsaHIeB, nadye 4assHUs, 3aCAYKUA TpuyMd! Bukropus HeObiBaras! Ha Ha-
1IeM BeKy, Baire BeanmyecTBo, TOAOOHOTO He CABIXaHO — PA3TPOMUTH B IIpaxX TaKylo Hec-
MeTHYyI0 apmuto! HeseposrTro!..

ExaTepuHa ¢ MOAHON OTKPOBEHHOCTBIO:

— Byap Ha To BoXbg BOASL — g OBI OTIIPa3pHOBaAA TPUYM@E! Bcell EBpoIle Ha 3aBUCTB!
— COKPYVIIEHHO B3AbIXaeT. — Ho 0010Ch, TOCIOAQ, MOM ITIOAAQHHBIE MeH4 He MONMYT. Kax-
MBI CTaHeT IeHATh — 3TO IIMP BO BpeMs 4yMbIl.. — OHa rOPBKO ycMeXaeTcsl. — Tak 4To,
MMAOCTHBBIE TOCYAAPHU, C IBIIIHBIMU TOP)KEeCTBAMU IPUAETCS MOBPEMeHUTh. He canuiikom
cue ymecTHO! Aa bor Bce HanacTu npeskpe OAOAETh U IPUBECTH HAPOA HAlll B CMUPeHUe U
nmokou. He A0 mpa3pHECTB HBEIHYE...

[TpruaBOpPHBIE COTAACHO KUBAIOT r'OAOBAMU. [ TaHMH IPOM3HOCUT OOAYMAHHO:

— Bame BeanuecTBO, AaOBI Tpeceyb OEeCIOPIAKU M 00Y3AATh SIIUAEMHUIO, HY KHA TBED-
Aasi, 6becTpeneTHasl pyka. MUHAQABHUYATD TYT HEKOTraal..

Llapulia He OTpHUIlaeT:

— S coraacHa, rpad. Mepsl AOAKHBI OBITh KPYTBIMU. THOTO BEIXOA@ TOYHO HET...

Ho I'laHuH yIOpHO HacTauBaer:

— TyT He0OXOAUM UeAOBEK CMEABIN, BAAQCTHBIU U PeIIMTeAbHBIN... KoTopoMy He cTparil-
HBI ATOOBIE TPETPAAHL...

ExarepuHa c mHTepecoM CMOTPUT Ha rpada, AyMasi, 4TO TOT IIpepAaraeT B CIACHUTEAU
camoro ce6s1. Ho B3rasip [laHuHa napaeT Ha TyaAeTHBIM CTOAUK, Ha KOTOPOM B OBAaABHOM
pamMKe Kpacyetcd noprpet 'puropusa Opaosa. Llapuiia mepexBaTbIBaeT 3TOT CBOOOPa3HbIN
HaMéK, OAHAKO [TaHWH yBepeHHO 3aBepIlaer:

— OT0, 6e3 comHenus, Bariie BeanuecTBo, rpad I'puroputi I'puropbeBud OpaoB. TOADL-
KO eMy OAHOMY II0 CHAAaM ITOAOOHEBIE AedHUA. V1 HUKOMy ApyTomy!l..

F'ocypapsIHS TIOUEMY-TO KOAEOAETCA:

— BruI moaaraeTe, rpag?

— Be3so Bcgkoro npeyBeanudeHud, Bamre BeanyecTBo! — ¢ >)KapoM HMOATBEP>KAAET TOT.
— TOABKO OH OAMH CyMeeT IIEPEAOMUTH XOA TATOCTHBIX COOBITUH, IPeCeYb CMYTY U Oe3Ha-
Jaaue...

— Augyma? OHa BepAb YMHOB U 3BaHUU He pazbupaer... 11 He I[aAUT HUKOTO....

[TanuH dpaTarbHO B3ABIXAET:

— Bce MBI oA Borom xopuM, Bamte BeanmdecTBo... — U A€MOHCTPATUBHO KPECTUTCS.
ViMnepaTpuila, IOMEAAUB, oOpalllaeTcs K CeKpeTapro:

— Xopomro. MBan [lepdurbeBuy, roTOBBTE yKa3: yCcThb rpad OpAoOB, He MelllKasd, CKa-
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yeT B MockBy. Haperoch, BceBBIIITHUM OTpapuT ero M nomoskeT. [ToMo>kxeT BceM HaM... —
Enarus, mepeMuHasaCh, TUCKAET B PyKax elll€ OAUH KOHBepT. ExaTepuHa 3aMedaet 3TO: — Y
BaC TaM 4TO-TO elll€? — OHa MallleT PyKoN. — Toraa U3BOABTE IIPOUECTh — UYEro yXK Te-
eps... 5, KaXkeTcd, KO BCEMY r'OTOBA...

CekpeTapb, CAOBHO OIIPAaBABIBASICh, IIOSICHSET:

— 3JTo AnuHO BaM, Baite BeauuectBo. OT renepana [ToTémMKuHa...

ExaTepuHa 6e3 0co60T0 BOCTOPra MOKAa3bIBaeT Ha CTOAUK:

— Toraa mOAOKUTE ero CIOAQ...

Eaarus xkAapAET icbMo. [TaHMH KAQHSIeTCs:

— Mpgu1 mokeM UATH, Batrre BeangecTBo?..

Llapuiia ycranro 6pocaer:

— Aa. Bet cBoO0OAHBI, TOCTIOAA... C Borom!..

IToMomIHMKY ¢ TOKAOHaAMHU ypardtoTca. OcTaBIINCE OAHA, EkaTeprHa OepéT B pyKHU Ta-
0aKepKy, AOCTAET LIENOTKY TabaKa, HIOXAaeT, HeTPOMKO YMXaeT, IIOTOM TAHETCH 3a IIopTpe-
ToM 'puropus Opaosa. HecKoAbKO MUHYT pacCMaTpUBAET ero, KPeCTUT, [leAyeT U IIpsg4eT B
AIIUK CTOAQ... 3aMedyaeT KOHBEePT, OCTaBAeHHBIN EaarmHbIM. CeKyHAY TOKOA€OaBIINCH, He-
AOBKO pacliedaThIBaeT ero. [IoAHOCHUT K TAa3aM AMCTOK C YOOPUCTHIMU, HEPOBHBIMU CTPOY-
KaMU:

«Bamre Mmnepatopckoe BeamuecTBo! BcemmaocTuBelniag rocypapbiHg! A moaararo
BEPXOM MOETO CUACTbsI BO3MOKHOCTD UcaThb BaMm. HeT GoAbIlel Harpapbl AASL CMEPTHOTO,
KaK CAeAOBATh MYAPBIM IIOBeAeHUSM BalluM, HCIOAHSS KOTOPhle CIOCOOCTBYEIb CUAE U
cnraBe OteuecTBa. UTO KacaeTcss MeHsI AMYHO, TO I TOTOB OTAATH BaM BCE, 4TO MMeIo B AO-
CTaTKe: BCe CBOU AYyIIIeBHBIE U TeA€CHBIE CUABL. A MHe UX He 3aHUMaThb».

Awnito EKaTepuHBI CBETAEET...

5

Hap ITeTepOyprom y>xe Ha ucxope 0eAable HOUM. B 00MaHUMBEIX @BTYCTOBCKUX CyMepKax
II0 IYCTHIHHBIM YAUIIAM AETUT KapeTa, 3allpsiyKEHHas ITapoy phICakoB. Kyuep yMeao ropsi-
YUT KOHeU. DKUIaXK AMXO0 POHOCUTCS ITo HeBckoMy, cBopaunuBaeT Ha [louTaMTCKy!O, 3a-
TeM Ha OpUIEepCKyIO YAUILY, ¢ He€ — Ha TPOUINKYIO HaOepeXKHYIO...

Tam, AOBKO OCapUB AOILIaAeN Ilepep akKypHBIMH, KOBAHLIMU BOPOTAMH, Kydep CIIPHI-
TMBaeT C KO3eA, HaMepeBasich OTKPHITh ABEPIILI KapeThl, HO OHM paclaxXWBalOTCsl CaMUu, U
Anekcelt OpAOB, IPUAEPIKUBA IINary, 0eroM yCTpeMAsIeTCSI K MPaMOPHBIM CTYIIE€HSIM BHY-
IIUTEABHOI'O OCOOHSKA... A@épraeT pyuky KOAOKOABUMKA Y IAPAAHOIO BXOAA — 3a CTEKAOM
MEeABKAIOT 3aCllaHHbIe (PU3MOHOMMHU CAYT. PacIIABIBaIOTCS B PAAOCTHBIX YABIOKax. bpocus B
YTOAAUBO MPOTSHYTHIE PYKHU IIASITY ¥ IITTAry M He MOKeAaB MPUHSATEH XOAOTICKUE TTOKAOHBI
U Mo1jeAyH, AreKcel NTPBI)KKaMU OAOAEBaeT AeCTHUYHBIM MapIll M OKa3bIBaeTCsI IIepeA, ABe-
PBIO B TOCTHHYIO. ..

OHa pacnaxHyTa HaCTeXb, @ B [[eHTPe — 3@ HAKPBITHIM CTOAOM — CHUAMAT YeTBepPO OpaTh-
eB Opnosruix: ['puroputt, ®épop, iBan u Baapaumup. BripoueM, HAKPBITBIM CTOA — 3TO CAWIII-
KOM T'POMKO CKa3aHO — BHWHO IIOYTHU BBIIUTO, a 3aKYCKHU HAIIOAOBUHY UcTpebOAeHBI. Ho 1o
AMIlaM OpaThbeB 3aMEeTHO, YTO 3aTs)KHasd MUPYIIKa He OblAa HU Pa3TyABHOW, HU OTYasTHHOM.
Ckopee — mnoxoskei Ha moMuHKU. OAHAKO, 3aBUAEB BOIIEALIEro AAeKCes, BCSI YeTBEPKA
TYT >Ke BocIpsaia AyxoM. OIIpoKUABIBas CTyAbs, ['puroputi, ®épop, Msan u Baapumup 6po-
CaIOTCS HaBCTPeUy AFOOUMILY, APDYKHO BOIIS:

— Anémka! Bpat! UepTtsaka! Moaoaern! 'epoii! Hakoneri-To...

Onu HanepeOOU TUCKAIOT, OOHUMAIOT U KPEIKO IIeAyIoT reposi. OH IIYTAUBO OTOUBAET-
csL:

— Aa noropunte, AbsBOABL! 3apyminAu coceM! B3poxHYTE paiTe... HaBaanAnuch cKoIowM,
AyOb€ cToepocoBoe!..

Bce naTepo MOAOAIIOB, KakK Ha ITOADOP, BEICOYEHHBIE, KpenlKue, cTaTHble. HakoHer 00b-
ATHS 0CA@OeBarOT, OpaThd TamaT Arekces 3a CTOA. OH He MOAAAETCA:

— TlocroiiTe, roayouuku! Aa yroMoHUTeCh, HaKoHel,... CKakuTe, Kak MaTymika? OHa
HaBepHSIKA MOYMUBAeT?..

— EaBa an, — ycmexaercda ['puropuit. — CTOHAO TeOe OA TYPOK YKATUTh — COH Yy Cep-
AEYHOM IIPOTaA... A0 caMoro yTpa An00 CKa3KU CAyIIaeT, AU00 ¢ HUKUTUYHOM B «AyPauKU»
urpaert... ['Ipgamo 6epal..

AneKkcel CMUPEHHO IIPOCUT:

— Hy, Toraa g 3aragny K Heii? Hapetoch, He IPOTOHUT? ..

— AaBa#l — puckHH, — coraarmaercs OEAOP, U BCS YeTBEPKaA I'ypb00H UAET 3a HecMeH-
CKUM TepOeM.

BpaTes Ha IBIIOYKAX MPUOAMIKAIOTCS K MAaTEPUHCKOU CIlaabHe, U AreKcel OeCIIyMHO
OTBOpSIET ABEPH. B yIOTHOU KOMHAaTe, 3@ CTOAOM, OCBEIIEHHBIM IapOy CBeuel B a)KypPHOM
TTOACBEUHUKE, PACIIOAOKUANCH ABe TIOJKUABIE JKEHITWHLI B UenIlax U mAadpoKax, MUPHO
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WUTpAIOIIME B KapThl. AAeKCel eABa CABIIITHO IIepecTyIiaeT ITOporT.

— MaMeHbKa, — AACKOBO IIerryeT OAYAHBIN CBIH, — BBl IIO3BOAUTE?

— Anémenbka! — OAHA M3 CTapylleK POHSET KapThl, IBITasACh BCTaTb. — CHIHOUEK!
Kposunyiika mod... Hemaragauseiit el Mol! Hakorerni-to... O, 'ocopu!.. — Aaekcell TIOA-
A€TaeT K MaTePHU U IIOYTUTEABHO IIPUTIAAAET K €€ ApOJKalllel pyKe. MaTb AaCKOBO U OecIIo-
PSIAOYHO TepeOUT ero BOAOCH], IleAyeT TeMs M 3aTBIAOK: — AX, Thbl, MOl Opopsra! Berporos!
Copsuroaosa! Aal >xe 5 B3TASHY Ha TeOs, HEIIOCEAY... — CBIH IIOAHUMAaeT roroBy. CTapy-
Ka He>XHO TA@AMT ero II0 IleKaM, IOADOPOAKY, PBaHOMY LIpaMy... BpaThs 1 BepHas IpUKHU-
BaAKa C IOHMMaHHEM U COUYBCTBUEM HAOAIOAQIOT 3Ty TPOTATEABHYIO ClleHy. — IToxyaaa.
Ocynyacs. OTomiaa... — YKOPU3HEHHO-AACKOBO CEeTyeT MaThb. — A s y’Ke He Jasiaa TeOs Ha
3TOM CBeTe YBUAATH!.. — OHa KauaeT ronoBoi. — DepbKa BOH BOPOTHUACS, — 51 TOBOPIO eMY:
— AAENIeHBbKY MOETO 3TH HeXPUCTHU OKasHHbIe KaK BO3BMYT B IIOAOH, A@ B CBOIO Bepy Oa-
cypMaHCKyto oOparar! UTto Torpa?.. — OHa KpeCTUTCSA. — A OH B OTBET, PYKH, MOA, ¥ HUX
KOpoTKu! AreKcel BeCh UXHUN (PAOT AOUUCTA CHAAUA... Hy-TKal.. — 6paThs COrAaCHO yABI-
Oarorca. CTapylllka TOPAEAMBO CMOTPUT Ha ChIHOBeM: — Buaea Obl BaC IOKOWHBIN oTerr!
To-To OBl BO3papoBancd... OcoOAUBO 3a AAEIIEHBKY... — OHA IIePeBOAUT B3TAGA Ha CTap-
mrero celHa: — A Ipuirika-To xopoii! He yroaua rocypapbiHe — OHa eMy OTCTaBKY paaa... M
nopenroM! Heuero Ha BCIKUX BEPTUXBOCTOK 3arAsizbIBaThCa! Aa aMyphl CpaMHbIe KPDYTUTh!
ITopa 1 4ecTk 3HaTh... ' pexOoBOAHUK!.. — ['pUropuii onyckaeT rOAOBY, OpaThd YAEP>KUBAIOT
yABIOKU. — M KOTAQ 5 Bac Bcex MepesKeHI0?.. — YKOPU3HEeHHO POoIIeT ctapyxa. — Pasba-
AyeTech BOT 3AaK — KaKHe TOTAA U3 BaC My Kbs U OTIIBI CEMEeNCTB?.. — OHa B3AblxaeT. — Hy,
Ad AaAHO... ChaBa TeOe, ['ociopn, 4To BCe B pOAHOM poMe coOpaauchk! B poapuMoM rHesae... A
Teleps cTynanTe... MHe nounBaTh nnopa. Crnacu Bac Xpucroc!..

CBIHOBBS IO OAHOMY, HaUWHAs C [ pUropus, MIOAXOAAT U IeAyIOT pyKy MaTtepu. OHa 3a-
OOTAMBO KPECTUT KayKA0TO. [ToTroMm 6paThst OpAOBHI BO3BPAIIAIOTCS B TOCTUHYIO, PaCcCaKu-
BAIOTCS 3@ MUPIIECTBEHHBIM CTOAOM, KOTOPBIM CAYTH y’Ke YCIIeAU IPUBECTU B MTOPSIAOK, 00-
HOBUB BUHA U 3aKyCKU.

— AAekcel, Thl KAKMM-TaKUM MaHepoM B POCCHIO-TO BOPOTUACS? — CIIpAIIWBaeT y Te-
pos MBau. — UTo-To 60OABHO CKOpPO!

ToT urpuBo ycMexaeTcs:

— HeyBsa3Ka, roAyOUMKY, TTOAYYHMAACE... — OH MOAOAIIEBATO OKHABIBAET B3TASAOM
OparbeB. — Korpa Mel Typok B HecMe pacuMXBOCTUAU... — KMBAET Ha CpepHero Opara, —
DepbKa 9TO BUAEA... I AQI0 3HATh apMUpary CIIMPUAOBY — CUTaHEM-Ka, AtoOe3HEBIH, B KoH-
CTAHTUHOIIOAB! BO3bMEM B IIAeH caMoro cyATaHa Aa uepes bocdop u Aapaa"ears: B UHépHOe
Mope 3aKaTuMcs!..

— 3aKaTUAUCH? — BOIpOIIAeT ['pUTOpUM, )KeCTOM YKa3bIBast CAyTaM, YTOOBI Te Pa3AU-
BaAU BUHO.

— Ilpsimo K 4épTy Ha poral.. — cmeércsa Anekcell. — TypKH TOKe He ABIKOM IIUTBHI —
B34AU Ad IleperopopuAm npoans bocdop nensamu... HamepTso!..
— Henamu? VM kakumu?!.. — yAUBASIeTCS caMbIi MAAAIINN OpAoB — Baapumup. Ycel

eABa-eABa IIPOOMBAIOTCS Ha €I0 PYMSIHOM AUIIE.

— JKene3HBIMHU, — IIOAXBATBIBaeT Arekcell. — Kakpoe 3BeHO B ITOAIIyAa BecoM! A 1o
Oepery — c pecaTok Oarapeil. Hu mopoxy, HU gAep, AbSIBOABI, He JKaAeloT... [Taagar 6e3 me-
peAbIxy... CTpacTsb!..

— M BBI — paBali obpaTHo!.. — porapwiBaeTcss DEAOD.

— A TO Kak >Xe? — BOCKAHUII@eT repoil. — KoMy oxoTa CBOIO IIKYPY IIOA TaKOM OTOHb
IIOACTABAATH? CTOPHUIID He 3a ITOHIOX TabaKy!.. Mbl BepHYAUCH B MITaAu!o, 1 51 Ha IIEPEKAAA-
HBIX OTIIPABUACT AOMOM...

— Hy, Bcé! Bbyaer! — ocraHaBamBaeT ux ['puropuii. — AaBaliTe, pAoporue OpaThd,
BBIIIbEM 3@ OTBa)KHOTO AnémiKy! BuBaT reporo HecMmsel!..

OPpAOBEI APY’KHO YOKAIOTCS U IBIOT. AAeKCel OTCTaBAsgeT IIyCTOM OOKaA U CIIpalInBaeT
crapliero opara:

— A 4dTO TyT MaTylllka HaMeKaAa II0 IIOBOAY TocyAapbhiHU? OHa 1 BIPaBAy OTCTaBUAA
Tebs?

I'puropuii He criemuT ¢ oTBeTOM. DEAOD MOSICHSET 3@ HETO:

— 3a TBOE OTCyTCcTBHE, AAEIIa, MHOTOE IIePEMEHUAOCE... 1 AaAeKO He B Ay4IlyIOo CTOPO-
Hy. A caMoe CKBepHOe — B MOCKBe YyMa CBUPEIICTBYET...

— Yyma?! — Aaekceit MmpauHeeT. — Aa HeyXTo? BoT Tak 3apa3sal Aero ApSHb...

— l'oBOpAT, 4TO €€ NPAMUKOM C TypeLKOro (ObpOHTA 3aBe3AH, — IIOAXBATHIBAET BaH. —
OTO pacmaaTa 3a Hallu MoOeAn.... 1 3a TBou ToXe...

AAeKcell HEeBOABHO OTASIABIBaeT ce0s1. U TyT B pa3roBop BCcTymnaeT ['puropuii:

— A pparoleHHas Hallla TOCYA@pPBIHA... — OH AeAdeT 1ay3y, — Ha O0pbOy € 3TOU Hala-
CTBIO pellINAa OTIIPABUTH MeHsI, — OH KPUBO YCMeXaeTCs, — aKMU AbBY B IIaCTh!..

— Teba?!.. — HecMeHCKUM repoll HepoymMeBaeT. — Ho... — OH 3aMOAKaeT Ha IIOAYCAO-
Be. ®Eépop nNprbdaBAseT:
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— Komy-To u3 eé oKpy>KeHHs KPeIIKo He HPaBUTCS Hallle cAaBHOe ceMelicTBo! CTout
OHO IIOIEPEK IIYTH K IIOYECTSIM U caaBe. HUKOMy mpoxoaa He AQET...

Anekcesa oceHsIEeT AOTAAKa:

— WM motomy-TO BBI ¥ cOMANUCE ceToAHA! Ha TpoBoaRI cTapiiiero 6parra...

'puropuii COKpyIUIEHHO IOACHSET:

— CoIIAUCE MBI eIl BUepa, — OH COOMPAETCsS C AyXOM. — A HBIHYe 51 AOAKEH, CAOMSA
TOAOBY, HECTHUCH B YYMHYIO II€PBONPECTOABHYIO... — OH TEIIAO OKUABIBAET B3TAIAOM OpaTh-
eB. — Hy, paBaiiTe, popHble, Ha IIpolilaHbe... bbira He Obinal JKuBEL OypaeM — He TOMpéM!
— OPpAOBBI UOKAIOTCA U IBIOT. 3@ OKHAaMU COBCEM PACCBEAO...

6

Hapckoe cenro. Centsiopbckuti Beuep 1770 ropa. BOABIION 1IapCKOCEABCKUU ABOPEI]
cusieT OTHSAMM. AeCSTKHM KapeT CTOSAT BOAU3N IOABE3A0B, KaBaAephl U AaMbl B IIapajpHBIX
MYHAMPAaXxX U POCKOIIHBIX HapsAaX MOAHUMAIOTCS 10 IIMPOKOM AeCTHHIIe. B orpoMHOM 3ane
C TBICSIUBIO CBeYell BCE OAECTUT U IlepeAuBaeTcd. TOp>XeCTBEHHO UTrpaeT OPKeCTpP, BEAU-
KOCBeTCKasl MyOAMKa YMHHO ITPOXa>kUBAeTCsI BAOAL CTEH, COOMpaeTCsl HEOOABIIIUMU I'PYIII-
KaMH, PaCCa>kMBaeTCs Ha CTYyAbsIX. /AaKer OOHOCST rOCTel IPOXAAAUTEABHBIMM HAaIUTKAMU,
AaMBl YCUAEHHO OOMaxXUBaIOTCS BeepaMu...

OpKecCTp 3aMOAKAET U HECETCSI BKPAAUMBBIN LHIETIOTOK:

— locypapeiuga! Lapuna! Exkatepusnal..

B conpoBO’KAEHUM CTaTC-AAM U (PpeNANH MOABAIETCS UMIepPaTPUIla B IIBIIITHOM, HO He
BBIYYPHOM IIAQThE, C TOAYOOM AHAPDEEBCKOU A€HTOU Yepe3 Imaedo. Bece cobpasimecs paspa-
>KQIOTCS allAOAUCMeHTaMM. EKaTeprHa MUAOCTHUBO KUBAaeT F'OAOBOM U AeAdeT 3HaK PYKOH.
Bortapsiercst OAaroroBetiHas TulinHa. Llapuiia:

— Arobe3HbIe TOCIOAA U AaMbl! S IpuUTrAacraa BCeX Bac, YTOOBI AOCTOMHO, HACKOABKO
3TO HBIHE BO3MOJKHO, OTIIPA3AHOBATE CAABHYIO II00eAY POCCUUCKOIO OPY KHUs!.. — MyOAMKa
BOCTOP’KEHHO XAOMaeT. Bo3ae cBUTH mMniepaTpHIls OSBAIIOTCS Anekcert 1 @épop Opao-
BBl B COIPOBOJKAEHUM T'eHepanr-aAbioTaHTa UepHbIlnéBa u cekperaps Eaarnna. ExkaTepuna
yKa3blBaeT Ha OparbeB: — Cuu AOOpBIe MOAOAIIBI CYMEAM, MCIIOAHUBIIUCH MY>KeCTBOM U
OTBArou, uCTpeOuTh Bech Typenkuil paroT! CraBa um!..

Toana xaonaeT u ckaupupyet: «CaaBa! Chaasal» I'pemut opkrectp. BpaTbs OpaoBEI OAa-
ropapHO KAaHsAIoTCs. Llapulla BHOBb NopHUMaeT pyKy. LlIyMm ymoakaeT. OHa A@€T 3HaK Ena-
ruHy. CekpeTaph BEICTYIIAeT BIIEPEA, AeprKa Ilepep COO0U AUCT OyMaru:

— Yka3 Ega MimnepaTopckoro BeandecTBa... — HEIrpOMKO OoTKalAuBaeTcsa. — Mebl, Eka-
TepuHa BTopas, caMmopepsKulla BCEPOCCUMCKasd U NIpodast, U IIpodas... CUM IIOCTAHOBASIEM:
HarpapuTh reHepaaa rpada Arekces 'puropbeBuya OpaoBa oppeHoM Casaroro ['eoprus o-
OepoHOCHA... M Bripeab TUTyAOBaTh ero rpaom OpaoBBIM-UHecMeHCKUM, BO3BEAS B 4eCThb
CAQBHOM MOOEABI TPUYMMAABHYIO KOAOHHY... — IIYOAUKA allAOAUPYeT. EAaTMH IPOAOATKAET:
— I'pacha ®épopa 'puropreBrda OpAoBa HAaTPAAUTH OPAECHOM CBATHII AHHBI U 30A0TOM Ta-
OaKepKoOu ¢ OpUAAMAHTaMU. B 03HaMeHOBaHUe UX AOCTOMHEIX 3aCAYT Hepep OTe4ecTBOM...

I'epou npu3HATEABHO KAQHAIOTCA. ' peMuT opkecTp. Cpepar IPUCYTCTBYIONIUX 3aMeTHBI
VBan u Baapumup OpaoBel. OHU PAaAOCTHO PYKONAEITYT OpaThaM. OAHA M3 IOKHUABIX AAM
TOBOPHUT COCeAKe (HO-PPaHIy3CKHU):

— A 3TOT AAreKcell — TakoM KpacaBuuk! Uypo, Kak xopor!..

— IToaHOTE, AOpOTas... — He corAallaeTcsa Ta. — A 3TOT y>KaCHBIY IIpaM?..

— MHe KaykeTcsl, OH ero HuuyTh He noptuT! CoBCceM Ha060POT — B €ro 4epTax 4To-TO
AEP3KOe U IA€HUTEeAbHOE... DTO BEAb yAAP TYPeIIKOro KUHKaAa!..

— BrI omnbaeTech, MapaM, — OKasaBIIMUCA TOOAM30CTH rpad [TaHUH UPOHUYHO YABI-
OaeTcsl, — 3TO OTIIeYaTOK pycckoi cabau! Ero ocraBua nopyuuk llIBanBuY, Koraa onu ¢ Op-
AOBBIM ITIOB3AOPHUAHU, UTPas Ha OMABIPAE... [Ipokassl roHOoCTH! C TeX Iop y Hero MosiBUAOCh
mpo3ssuie — «baradpa».

— Banradpa? HenroBek co mipaMoM? — mepecipalinBaeT nepBas AaMa. [ [aHuH KuBaeT:

— ITop, aTOM KAWUKOM ero 3HaeT Bech [leTepOypr...

— O-0-0! — y AaM OKPYTASIFOTCA TA@3a. B 3TO BpeMs B IleHTpe 3aAa MOSBASIETCSI YeAOBEK
B IIPUABOPHOM MYHAMpPe. Bropas pama ¢ BocToprom:

— AyIIeHbKa, 3TO JKe ITO3T AepsKaBUH!..

Aep>KaBUH, AOKAABIINUCE OOl TUIIIUHBI, TOP’KECTBEHHO AEKAAMUPYET:

I'pom nobegrl pazganatica!
Beceaucs, xpabpsnili pocc!
3ByuHOU CAABOU yKpaulaucs:
Maromema mbl nompéc.
CaaBbcsi cum, EkamepuHa,
CAaBbCA, HEJKHAA K HAM Mamb!
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F'octr mmpoko yaeiOaroTcs. Llapuna cMUPEHHO CKAOHSAET TOAOBY.
Aep>KaBUH BO3BHILIAET I'OAOC:

Bogrt 6picmpsle AyHas

Yx B pykax meneps y HAC:
Xpabpocmb poccoB nowumas,
TaBp nog namu u KaBkas...
Y>x ne morym opgnst Kpsima
Hrine pywiums Haul nokou.
I'opgocmsb nuzumcs Ceauma,
U 6regneem on c Aynotl...
Mbl AuUKyeM, CAaBbl 3BYKU,
Ymo6 Bparu MOrAu mo 3pemb,
Ymo cBou romoBbl pyKu

B kpatl BceaAenHOU Mbl npocmpema!..

3aKAIOUUTEABHBIE CTPOKU TOHYT B IIKBaAe OYPHBIX allAOAMCMEHTOB. IToaT 6aaropapHoO
pacKAQHUBAETCS. 3@ OKHAMU BCIIBIXMBAIOT U PACCHINIAIOTCSA IPO3Abs IIPAa3AHUYHOIO deliep-
BEPKQ, 3PUTEAU aXaloT U CIelIaT IOA0OOBATHCS TPA3AHUYHBIM CAAFOTOM. ..

B ocenneM TyckAOM HebGe BOCTOP>KEHHO T'yAsieT OUHEHHas «IloTexa»: KaCKaAbl OCAe-
NIUTEeABHBIX OTHEM 4epTAT IPUXOTAUBEIE Y30PEl, TO CIIAETAsICh B HEBEPOSTHBIE COIIBETHS,
TO KPYTACH OeIllleHbIM, HEYAEP)KUMBIM XOPOBOAOM. OTCBETHI TOOEAHBIX 3aATIOB OCBEIIAIOT
CTPOMHYIO KOAOHHY Ha) ABOPIIOBBIM IIPYAOM, BO3ABHUTHYTYIO B YeCTh CAA@BHBIX repoeB He-
CMBL...

7

Mocxksa. OkTa0ps Mecan,. Ha yanriax OBIBIIIEN CTOAUIIHI IIapSAT YHBIHKE U CTpax. Pea-
KO-PeAKO IIPOHECETCSI OANHOKAs KapeTa C HarAyXo 3alllTOPEHHBIMU OKHAMU, PEAKO IIPOIII-
MBITHET UCITYyTaHHBIM IPOXOJKUM, He TASIAA 1O CTOpoHaM. [TpoeapeT cKpully4yas TeAera, Ha
OOAyYKe KOTOPOM YHBIAO TPSACETCS OepOoAara-u3BO3UHUK, a IT03aAU HETO CUPOTAMBO JKEATEET
CBE)XKeCTPYraHHBIA COCHOBBIU Irpo0. [IIaliku MpayHbIX, HOAO3PUTEABHBIX AFOAEU C KUCTEHS-
MM U HIKBOPHSAMU OPOAAT OT AOMa K A0MYy. HeyMOAUHO U I'yAKO KapKaeT BOPOHBE. KakeTcs,
CcaM BO3AYX IIPOIIUTAH BCeoOlIel 6eA0M 1 Y’)KAaCOM...

[To TBepCKOM IPOHOCUTCS KAaBAAbKaAd KOHHUKOB, OAETBHIX B TEMHBIE IIAQUIHA, C CYPO-
BBIMU ¥ MPAYHBIMU AUIIA@MHU, CAOBHO I'PO3HBIE BCAAHUKU ATlIOKaAuIcuca. [lepep AoMoOM ry-
OepHATOpa CepAOKH Pas3oM CIENIMBAIOTCS U OBICTPBIM IIIAaroM HAINPaBASIOTCS K IIapapHOMY
noawe3py. Briepepu I'puropuic Opaos. IIBelIiapel ¥ CAYTH C UCITyTAHHOU IIPEAYIIPEAUTEAD-
HOCTBIO PaclaXuBaloT IIepep HUM BCe ABEPH.

OpAOB pelIuTeAbHO NepeceKaeT POCKOUIHYIO NPUEMHYIO U 0e3 CTyKa BXOAUT B IyOep-
HATOPCKUM KaOUHeT. X0349UH U ABa €r0 OAMIKAUIINX ITIOMOITHUKA — IIOAMIMENCTED U IIPEA-
BOAUTEAD ABOPSTHCTBA — AOTOAE O YEM-TO AOATO COBeIIaBIINeCs, IOYTUTEABHO BCTAIOT, Aep-
>Ka PyKH IO IIBaM.

— T'enepan, — rosoput OpAOB, He OOMHYACH, — CIIElIa CI0AQ, I He BCTPETUA HUA €ANHO-
ro KapaHTHHa... ITo 6apAak! I'ae 3acTaBbl? ['Ae Kapayabl?.. [To yAUIIaM CAOHSIOTCS OPOAATH
U BOPBHIL... YTO 3a MpeCcTyIIHasg OIAOIIHOCTE? ..

— Bartre cusITeABCTBO, — >KaAKO OIIPABABIBAETCS TyOepHATOP, — CHe HeCYaCThe CBaAU-
AOCH BHe3amHo... Kto mor 3HaTh? [ToBepsbTe...

— Tl'enepan! — He oTcTtynaetr OpaoB. — Beaa mpulliaa He BUepa M He CETOAHS, a Ballle
IIpecTynHOe 6e3AeNCTBHe MTO03BOASIET €M PAaCIPOCTPAHITLCS BCE Aaabllle U Aaablie! ['ocy-
MApBIHS B THeBe... — I'yOepHATOpP U IOAUMHEHHBIE TYT K€ CKAOHSIOT OKasHHBIE TOAOBHI.
OparoB HacTosITeABHO oOpaiiaeTcs Ko Bcem: — lNocnopa! Ceituac He BpeMs TPOBOAUTEL PO-
3BICK ¥ CBOAUTB CUETHL. Hy>KHO MOOMAM30BATh BCEX 3A0POBBIX, PEIIUTEABHBIX AFOAEH... Pas-
AeAuTb MOCKBY Ha OKOAOTKH, IIOCTAaBUTh KpPellKHUe HIAAroayMbl, HAAEKHO BOOPYKUTH Ka-
PayABbl, AQOBI BOCIIPENIITCTBOBAThE CBOOOAHOMY II€PEABMIKEHHUIO OOBIBaTEAEH... ApeCTOBAaTh
BOPOB U OpOAAT... ApyTOTro cliaceHus HeT!..

— KhapOulla mepernoaHeHb!l, Ballle CUATEABCTBO! XOPOHUTDH AIOAEH Herpe... — OCTO-
PO>KHO BCTaBASEeT 'yOepHaToP.

— YupepuTb HOBble! — TyT Ke pellaeT OPAOB, IPUCTAABHO OTASIABIBASI BCEX.

— A Tenepb — K AEAY.. — OH UyTb cOaBASIeT TOH. — Manelmas 3apepKKa BOUCTHUHY
cMepTeAbHa... BUuTh Bo Bce KoAOKoAa. Bo Bce copok copokoB! Hemepnsi! ToTuac xe! C Bo-
roMm!.. — OH KPECTHUTCS U OTASIABIBAETCSI Ha COITPOBOXKAQIOIIMX. ETO CBHUTA TYT JKe pacXOAUT-

csa. 'yDepHaTOp U IOMOILIHUKM He ABUTAIOTCS ¢ MecTa. OpAOB BOIIPOCUTEABHO CMOTPUT Ha
HUX: — A BBI, MUAOCTHUBEIE TOCypapU?¢ BaM 94TO — HY>KHO 0CO0O0e€ IMpUTAallleHne?..
I'yGepHATOP UCKATEABHO IPEAAATAET:
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— MHe OBl XOTEAOCH, Ballle CUITEABCTBO, AMYHO ITPOBOAUTE BAC B OTBEAEHHBIE anlapTa-
MEHTHL... MBI JKAQAU Balllero mpue3Aa 1 IIOATOTOBUANCE K Balllel BCTpeue...

OpAOB UPOHUYHO yCMeXaeTcs:

— He crourt, rerepana. C Balllero mo3BOA€HU, I OCTAHYCh 3A€Ch... BOCIOAB3YIOCH, TaK
CKa3aTh, BAlllUM TOCTENIPUUMCTBOM. Haperoch, He TpOTOHUTE? ..

I'ybepHaTOp y>kKacaeTcs:

— Yro BHI, Balle cugaTeAbCTBO! Byay pap HeckazaHHO. Kak MoyxHO?! Pacnoaarairecs,
rAe BaM OyAeT yropHo! Moii AoM B BallleM PacIOpsSIyKeHUMN. ..

OpAoB HEOpPEsKHO OpocaeT:

— Bot u AapHO. A He criecus...

'yGepHATOP TYT J)Ke€ 3BOHUT B KOAOKOABYMK. [TOABAGETCSA CTApBId ABOPELKUM, XO3IUH
HaKa3bIBaeT eMy:

— Hukudop, 1poBoAU UX CUATEABCTBO B TOCTUHYIO...

ABopenknii KraageTcs. OpAOB CAEAYET 3@ HUM, Ha XOAY 00Opaljasch K MOCKOBCKHM BAa-
CTSIM:

— A BaM, TOCIIOAQ, I NPUKA3bIBAl0 HEMEANEHHO IIPUCTYIIUTE K AeAy!.. Be3o Bcakux npo-
BOAOYEK... — BOUASA B TOCTUHYIO, Tpad cOpachIBaeT IIAALL, MIAAITY, OTCTErMBAET LIIary 1 Ie-
PeAAET BCE B PYKM ABOpellKoro. IToToM ycTaro onmyckaeTcs B Kpecao. B3abixaeT u oOpaliia-
eTcs K cTapuky: — Ilocayiali-ka, AF0Oe3HBIH! ..

Hukudop yropoAuBo oTBevaer:

— Yero u3BOAUTE, Ballle CUSITEALCTBO ?

OpAOB CIIOKOWHO IPOCUT:

— Aai MHe BOABI, UYTO AH...

— A BUHa He KeaaeTe? — MpeararaeT Ma>kKopAOM.

— Hy, paBaii BUHa, — coraamlaeTcs BBICOKUM TOCTb.

Hukudop nmopxoput K OydeTy, cTapaTeAbHO HaAMBaeT M3 rpadrHa OOKaA BUHA W Ha
CcepeOpsSHOM IIOAHOCE C IOKAOHOM IIpepaaraeT ero rpady. OpaoB OepéT 60Kaa, OlleHUBaeT
COAEPKMMO€ Ha TPO3PavyHOCTh U IIBET, ITOTOM OCTOPOJKHO AeAdeT IePBBIU TAOTOK. ABOpeIl-
KUY AeAMKAQTHO TPOU3HOCUT:

— BuHO pelHCKOe, Ballle CUATEABCTBO. EIé A0 4yMBI IPUBE3€HO... — Ipad HEBOABHO
MOPITUTCS, HO NTHET. HuKM@op ocTOposkHO cooliiaeT: — A MHe, Ballle CUSITEABCTBO, OA-
Ha’KABI CIIOAOOMAOCH YBUAETH Balllero IIalleHbKY, IIapCTBO eMy HebOeCHOe...

— Aa Hey>XeAu? — OAArOAYIIHO OTKAUKaeTcs rpad. — M rae sxe? Korpa?

— JAABHEHBKO 3TO OBIAO, — YABIOAETCS ABOPEILKUM, — TOAOB, IIOJKAAYH, 3@ MIECTbAECAT
OyAeT, a MOXXeT, ¥ T00oAee... Bpa3 He IPUIIOMHIO...

OPpAOB AACKOBO yCMeXaeTcs:

— Kpenkag y TeOs, opAHAKO, IaMgTh, cTapuk! OTel] MO TOTAQ €lllé MAaABYUIIIKOM OBIA...
CTpeAellkUM CBIHOM... ThI He ITyTaellb 4acoM?..

— Huxkak HeT, Balle cusATeAbCTBO! ['puropuio OpAOBY — POAUTEAIO BallleMy — TOTLAQ
TOAKOB ABaAllaThk OBIAO. Bo Bpemda OyHTa uxHero... — BTopuT Hukudop.

BBICOKHY rOCTB HEAOYMEBAET:

— Bo Bpems OyHTa?! [Toropu-noropmn... [TocaepHuit OyHT cayuuAcs elné npu [letpe Be-
ankom! Aamt bor mamsTu...

— Hy pa. Ilpu HéM... A 9-TO KaK pa3 MaAbYOHKOU OBIA, ABEHAALIQTU MAU TPUHAALATH
TOAOB...

— W rae )Ke THI eTO BUAEA? — AIOOONBITCTBYeT OPAOB.

— I'ae Bupen? Bot TyT, Hepareue. Ha KpacHoi naoiaay, rae OyHTOBIIMKAM I'OAOBEI
pyouan... OH BCto MOCKBY TOTAQ U3YMUA FepONCTBOM CBOUM...

— Waymuna? AaHy!.. — yauBagerca rpad. — DTO Kak Ke?..

Hukudgop cobupaeTcs: C MBICAIMU:

— Korpaa rocypapb MAITeK-TO YHSA U TA@BHBIX CMYTBSIHOB ITOBSI3aAU — UX BCEX CIOABI
npusesau. B Mocksy... Hapoay Toraa codpanack TbMa TeMyIas... Ha AoGHOM MecTe, ITOM-
HIO, KOAOAY IIOCTABUAHU, 3@UMUHINUKOB, CTAAO OBITh, Ka3HUTh... Llapb CcO CBOeU rBappuen
IpuOEBIA. Bcé uMH 1o YMHY, KaK IIOAOKeHO... — OpPAOB BHUMATEABHO CAYIIaeT. ABOPeIKUN
npopoakaeT: — I'lanad ObIA OTMEHHBIM — XBAT, 4TO Ha3biBaeTcda! [ToppyYHBIe CMyThIHA Ha
IIAAXY TOABKU OPOCSIT — OH TOIIOPOM MaxHET — U roToBo!.. CTpeAelKie TOAOBBL OYATO II0-
A€Hbsl OTBAAMBAAMCE... — OH COYYBCTBEHHO B3AbIXaeT: — V1 BOT AO BallleTo NalleHbKU YePEA,
AOIIIEA...

I'pac oxoTHO nIpUNTIOMUHAET:

— 3T0 BepHO... [TOKOMHBIN MO POAUTEAB CMOAOAY OBIA OYHTAPb...

Hukudop oXoTHO coraarmnaeTcs:

— Touno Tak. My>kunHa ObIA OT9asgHHBIN... CTpax!.. Koraa roroBa mocAepzHEro CTpeab-
Ila C IIA@XHU-TO yIIaAQ, ITalleHbKa Balll, He TASIAS, OTIUXHYA €€ HOTOM, IIMPOKO ITePeKPECTUA-
Csl... — CTapUK UCTOBO KPECTUTCS, — U IOA TOTOP AET. Cam AEr U TOMOIITHUKOB Pa3oM OT-
NUXHYA... — PACCKA34YUK YBA)KUTEABHO 3aMOAKAaeT. MOAYUT U rocTb. HeoXupaHHO OBIOT
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HacTeHHBbIe yachl. O0a B3pparuBaroT. Hukudop croBHO cnoxBareiBaeTcs: — U Tyt IléTp
Anekcenmd KOMaHAyeT — 3TOro He Tporathb!.. [To maoiaam a’kHoO TyA IOmIEA... CIipaBepAnBoO,
MOA!.. YMeA OyHTOBATh U OTBET AePJKaTh yMeeT!.. — CTapuK NPHUIIEAKHYA I3bIKOM. — 11 Op-

AOBQ, CTaAO OBITE, [ pUTOPHUS COAAQTHEI TYT JKe YBeAU... BoT Takag ucropus!..

— I'ocypaps ero B CeMEHOBCKUM IOAK OIIPEAEAUA, — OYAHUYHO 3aKaHYMBAET ChIH repo-
HMYeCKOro OTIa, — 3HAaMeHOCIIEM...

— OHO KOHEYHO, — COTAQUIaeTCd CTapuK, — TAKUMHU MOAOAIIAMU Pa30pachIBaThCH
rpex. Emeé 651! KoMy >k Toraa Poccuio-MaTylIKy 3aIuiaTh? ..

I'pad MoAUa KMBaeT TOAOBOM U 3aAIIOM AOIIMBaeT BUHO. CTaBUT OOKaA Ha IIOAHOC U OAa-
rOAAPHO KUBaeT pABopenkoMy. Hukudop, mapkag nopomBamMu, yXopAuT. OpAOB yCTaAO 3a-
KpBIBaeT raasa. A Hap MockBol rypuT Habat. TpeBOKHO, HAACAAHO U HEYMOAYHO...

8

Cankr-IleTepOypr. 3UMHUN ABOpeIl. DPMUTA)KHEBIN TeaTp. Ha ero HeGOABIIION YIOTHOMU
ciieHe AarOT Ibecy EkaTepuns! «O, BpeMs!» (OTo KoMeaUus HpaBoOB). B 3aae npuapBopHad my-
OAMKAa — BEAMKOCBETCKHUE AAMBL M TOCIIOAQ PACIIOAOKUAUCH BIIOAHE CBOOOAHO U KOMQOp-
THO. B IeHTpe CUAUT caMa UMIIepaTpPuUlla, PSAOM C Hell BepHas KaMep-(dpay [TepekycuxuHa
u rpad INanuH. CraTc-pAaMbl, GPEUAUHEI U APYTHEe Ba’KHBIE NTEPCOHBI HAXOAITCSA TYT JKe.
Bce 3puTeaun KpallHe BHUMATEABHO CAEAAT 3a IPOUCXOAAIINM Ha clieHe. VIan cTapaTteAabHO
AEAQIOT BUA.

A TaM KUIAT HelIyTOYHBIe cTpacTu. Ha clleHe HeT AeKopallui, HO KOCTIOMBI y aKTEPOB
COrAacHO poAaM. [Tapa IOHBIX BAIOOAEHHBIX: MOAOAOW YeAOBeK IO pamuanu MOAOKOCO-
COB (TPapUIUS TOTAQIIHEN ApaMaTypIruu) U ero BO3AI0OAeHHass XPUCTHHA HUKAK He MOTYT
COEAUHUTH CBOU CyABOBI. baOKa 0eAHOM AeBYIIKM — CKBAABITQ, XaH’Ka U CKOMHUAOMKA —
XaH’KaxrHa MPenaTCTByeT CYacCThIO I0HOM YeThl. Ho BCé ycTpauBaeT pa3dUTHAA CAy )KaHKa
Masgpa (aTaxuit @urapo B 100ke). Ha cuiene — rocnopun Hemryctos (cBaT) 1 Maspa.

HemrycToB sBHO HeropyeT: «Koraa g He IPUAY, BCe TOBOPAT MHe: He BpeM4. [ToyTpy ObIra
OHA y 3ayTPeHHY, a Telephb OISITh Ha MOAUTBE...»

Magpa BTOpUT eMy: «I Tak y Hac BCE BpeMs IIPOXOAUT...»

HemrycToB: «OHa ceropHs o0elllara AQTh PEIIUTEABHOE CAOBO, XOTS M HadaAd BCeMy 5 He
BUIKY...»

MaBpa ¢ AyKaBOU yABIOKOM coraamaeTcs: «ITorepnure, cypapb, HeMHOro. OHa BCTAET
IOYTPY B IIECTh YaCOB, CXOAUT C MOCTEAU Ha OOCY HOTY, OIIPaBALeT Ilepep oOpa3daMu AaM-
IIaAy, IOTOM YUTAET YTPEHHNUE MOAUTBEL, IIOTOM YellleT CBOXO KOIIIKY, OOUpaeT ¢ Heé OAOX U
IIOET CTUX: OAaKeH, KTO U CKOTOB MuAyeT! [ToToM OpaHUT ABOPEIKOTO, IlelT4eT MOAUTBEIL 1
IIOCHIAQeT IPOBUHUBIINXCS HAaKaHYyHe AIOAe! Ha KOHIOIITHIO TIOPOTh 0aTOXBEM... Al TTocToM-
Te, CYA@Ph, S CABIIIY IITyM, — IIOpa MHe OTCIOAQ YOUPATHCS, FOCIIOXKA MOt UAET!» — YXOAUT.

[MosiBAsieTcss XaH>kaxuHa: «A, rocniopuH HemnycTtoB! SI 1 He 3Haaa, 4TO BBHI 3A€Ch, CY-
Aapb...»

HemrycToB HannoMuHaeT xo34iike: «He mporueBauTech, CyAapbIHS, YTO S IPULIEA OTAATH
BaM IIOKAOH. B Balllell BoAe Tellephb BEIAATE CBOIO BHYUKY 3a TOCIIOAVHA MOAOKOCOCOBA U CO
MHOIO O IPUAQHOM YCAOBUTHCH...»

XaH>KaxrHa BCIAECKUBAET PyKaMu: «AxX, 6aTbKa Moi! Aa Kak MHe Ha 3TO PeIIUThCS ce-
ropHs! Bepab mopyMaii-Ka caM: 3TO AeAO TPeOyeT AOATOTO Pa3MBIIIAeHUSA. HeAOBeK 51 OeAHBIN,
BAOBBE MOE AEAO: OTKYAQ MHeE UTO B34Th?¢ [TyCTh 3ABIE AIOAM XOTh U TOBOPYT, Ad’Ke KPHUYaT O
MOEM OoraTcTBe, pAd bor-To BepaeT, 4ToO He MOTI'Y  HarpaAUThb CBOIO BHYUKY OOABIIMM IIPUAQ-
HBIM... — OHA CMOTPHT B 3aA: — Hy’KHO OBI HallleMy IIPaBUTEABCTBY-TO CAEAATh TaKOe yu-
pekAeHue, YTOOBI OHO, BMECTO HAaC, AFOAEU Obl HAIITUX ITPU JKEHUTHOE MPUAAHBIM CHA0KaA0!
ITpaBay cKasaTh, IPABUTEABCTBO 000 BCEM B rOCYAAPCTBE 3a00TUTBLCSA AOAJKHO, AQ TOABKO
HBIHYE HUKOMY AO 3TOTO AeAd HeT!..»

HeBoapHag naysa. CAblllla BCE 3TO, HEKOTOPhIe NPHUABOPHBIE CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOA-
IOTCSI, APyT'He YKOPU3HEHHO KaualoT TOAOBOM, TPeThH II0Pa’kaloTCsl CMEeAOCTH BEHIIEHOCHO-
ro aBTopa. K uMneparpuiie MOAXOAUT reHepar-aAbIOTaHT YepHBIIIER, KAQHSAETCS U OCTO-
POJKHO LIIenyeT:

— Bame BeanuecTBO, UM€IO 4eCThb IIOKOPHEHIIIE YBEAOMUTD BAC, YTO HAIACTh B IIE€PBO-
IIPECTOABHOU ITIOIIAA Ha YOBIAB... TaM Tellepb MOPSIAOK U CIIOKOMUCTBHE... Aakt Bor, 4Tob BCé
CTaAO IO-TIpesKHeMYy!..

ExaTepuHa HIMPOKO KPECTUTCS:

— Baaropapio Bac 3a pA0OpbIe BecTH, reHepaa! S papa HeckazaHHO... — 3aMedaeT B €To
pyKe mucbMo: — 3T0 oT rpada OpaoBac?..

YepHBINIEB U3BUHUTEABHO:

— Her, Baiie BeanuecTBo. 9T0 BaM muiiieT reaepai [ ToTEMKUH...

— OrpatiTe ero Mapbe CaBuliiHe...— CIIOKOWHO paclops>kaeTcs Ilapuiia. ['eHepana
OTAQET KOHBepT B pyKu [lepekycuxunon. EkaTreprHa Ato0e3HO npepparaet: — [pucaxu-
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BamTech, 3axap ['puropreBuY, NIOCMOTPUTE IHeECY... S IIrcara eé€, yoeras MBICAIMH OT 3TOU
Oeppl...CaaBa bory, 4TO BCE yAETAOCH...

A Ha clleHe 3aKAIOUUTEABHBIN aKT KOMEAUN: BCE 3aKaHUYUBAETCSI CBaA€OHBIM CTOBOPOM.
locnoyxa XaH>KaxmHa, e€ cecTpa BeCcTHMKOBa, BHydYKa XPUCTUHA, KeHUX MOAOKOCOCOB,
cBaT HenycToB u cay>kaHka MaBpa pelraroT AeA0 MUPOM. 3aA BCIILIXABAET LIEAPBIMHA AllAO-
pucMeHTaMu. KaskeTcs, BIIOAHe 3acAy’KeHHBIMU. K EkaTepune mopxopauT rpad bBerkoin
(BHeOpauHBIN CBIH KH434 TpyOelKoro), IOTPSICEHHO CKAOHIET TOAOBY:!

— IMTo3BoasbTe, Banre BeanuecTBO, IOLEAOBATE PYKY BEAUKOU F'OCYAQAPBIHU U TeHUAABHO-
ro aBTopal — c 000’KaHUEM IJeAyeT el PYKY.

VMnepaTpuiia ¢ yAbIOKOMU:

— Hy, MBan MBanoBuY, 3T0 yK 4epecuyp! Ao Moabepa MHe AAA€KO, BIIpOYeM, M AO
DoHBU3UHA TOXKE...

— IToanoTe, Barre BeandecTBo! — He coraarnaetca Benkoi. — CaoBa Bamreit reponHu
MagBpsl, 4TO Ha3bIBaeTcss — He B OpPoBh, a IpsiMo B raas!.. C'est beau, c'est ingenieux, sub-
lime!!

— CoBepIlleHHO COTAACeH C TpadoM, — TTopAXBaThiBaeT [TaHWH. — AWYHO Ha MEHS OHU
IIOAEUCTBOBAAM, KAK CBEKMU, OUMCTUTEABHBIN AYIL... Pa3Be MBI He IPOBOAUM CBOU AHU B
3AOCAOBUH U OCYKA€HUHU OAMJKHUX, @ caMu?.. C HalIMMU-TO IIOPOKAMU KaK OBITh, KOAb CKO-
PO MBI UX cebOe B BUHY He CTaBUM?..

OTOT PUTOPUYECKHUU BOIIPOC MOPOKAAET OOIIYIO 3aMETHYIO PACTEPAHHOCTb U HEAOB-
KOCTb. BeAuKOCBeTCKasa ITyOAMKA CTapaTeAbHO OTBOAUT B3TASIABI APYT OT Apyra. Cracaer
TTOAOKEHUEe AOBKUM ITapepBopel] berkoii:

— O, tempora! O, mores! — BockAUIan KOTAQ-TO 3HaMeHUTHIN Llutiepor. — O, Bpeme-
Ha! O, Hpashl!.. HeroBeuecKue IIOPOKY, VBB, HEUCKOPEeHUMEL. bpaBo, Baire BeanuecTso!
DTO BHIIIE BCIKMX MOXBaA!.. d TOTpsicéH...

3an BHOBB 3aXAECTBIBAIOT AllAOAMCMEHTHI. EKaTepuHa CMUPEHHO CKAOHSAET T'OAOBY,
BCTAET U B COIPOBOKACHUM [TepeKyCUXUHON U YeTBIPEX (PpeHAUH HAIIPABASIETCS B CBOU
anmapTaMeHTHI. [Tpoiiasd OPUAAMAHTOBYIO KOMHATY, OHA Ha XOAY TOBOPHUT (DpeUArHaM:

— BEI, MOU MUABIE, MOJKeTe OBITH CBOOOAHEI... Au revoir!

AeBUIIBI I'PAIlMO3HO NPUCEAAIOT. B cmaabHIO EKaTeprHa BXOAUT BMeCTe ¢ KaMep-dpay,
Aeprkallei B pyke nucbmo ITorémkuHa. Llapunia ycTaro onmyckaeTcd Ha CTyA, BepHada Ma-
pusa CaBUIIHA KAGAET IUCHMO Ha TYaA€THBIM CTOAUK U HAUMHAET aKKYyPaTHO pa30MpaTs BbI-
COKYIO IIPUYECKY CBOEM ITIOBEAUTEABHUIIB], IIPUAEIKHO 3aHUMAsI €€ Pa3rOBOPOM:

— A 3TOT-TO aKTEPUIITKA HENAOX. M BBICOKUMN, U CTaTHBIN, U TPUTOKHUM...

— KoTopriii? — oTkAuKaeTcd EkaTepuHa, TAIAA Ha ce0s B 3€pPKano.

— Hy, KoTOpHBII IpeACTaBASIA KeHnXa, MOAOKOCOCOBA...

— OueHb MOAOA, — B3ABIXaeT Iapuiia. — BrpoueM, AAS 3TOM POAU OH B CaMbIM paas.
EharuH, Kak BUAHO, TIOCTAPAACH...

[NepekycuxuHa BLIHUMAET 3aKOAKY:

— A TOT, KOTOPBIN IPEACTABASA €rO cBaTa?

— HemnycToBa? — 1apuiia CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOAeTCsI. — DTO Ke 3HaMEeHUTHIY apTUCT
AMUTpUeBCKuU!..

Kamep-dpay 3asgBAsgeT ¢ BUAOM 3HATOKA:!

— BecnopoOHBIN MysKYMHA... M OCAHUCTHIN, U A@AHBIN... 2KaAKO, 9TO apTUCT! — B3TAIA
eé napaeT Ha nucbMo. — ['eHepan [TOTEMKUH TOKe My>KUMHA BUAHBIM, CTEIIEHHBIA 1 BEAU-
YaBBIN, XOTS U KPUBOM Ha OAWH TAa3... — OHA HAaUMHAET PACIIHYPOBHLIBATH KOPCET UMIIepa-
Tpullbl. EKaTeprHa OXOTHO MOSICHSIET:

— OTO0 OBIA HeCYaCTHBINU cAydal. OH HEAOBKO KOABHYA ce0s OYA@BKOMW... — U, HEBOABHO
YABIOAdaCh, OePET NHUCHMO, HECIIEIITHO paclieyaThIBaeT ero, HaYnHaeT YUTaTh. [ lepekycuxu-
Ha MMOHUMAIOIIe B3ALIXaeT, AGAUKATHO OTBOAS B3TASA, ..

9

Cawm ke [TOTEMKUH B 3TO BpeMs IIPUBBIYHO KAaTUT B IIOXOAHOM KMOUTKE I10 IIOAYHOYHO-
My HeBCcKOMY pPOCHEKTY, OCBEIIEHHOMY CKYAHBIMH OTHSIMU PEAKMX MACASHBIX (pOHapew.
BMmecTto 'ocTHHOTO ABOpa 30PKOMY T'A@3y €ro MPeACTalOT MPAadHble, CIAOIIL OOYTAEHHBIE
Pa3BaAUHBL...

— UYTo 3TO? — KPHUUUT OH cIHe Kydepa. — CnaomrHoe neneantne!.. UTo TyT cay4dn-
AOCBH, OpaTeri?..

— A@ak noskap OBIA, Ballla MUAOCTB! — TPOMKO OT3BIBaeTCs TOT. — Bce AaBKU AOTAA CTO-
pean... MOCKBY 4yMa, a HaCc IOKaphl OAOAEeAn. Llapuiia nprKasara CTPOUTE HOBBIU ABOD.
KameHHBI. ..

MuHys HeCKOABKO KBapTaAOB, KUOUTKA OCTAHABAMBAETCS IepeA ABYX3Ta)KHBEIM HeOOo-

! [pekpacHO, OCMPOYMHO, BO3BbIWEHHO!
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raTeIM AOMOM. [TOTEMKVH BEIOMpPAETCS HapysKy M CIIEIINUT K TapaAHOMY BXOAY, HETEPIIEAN-
BO KOAOTHUT B ABEPE:

— OrTkpBIBaliTe, yepTu! 3acnasrucek, Aexke0oKu... He To Beck pAooM pasHecy!.. OuHUTECH,
AtoOesHbIe!..

3a ABepsIMHU 3ByYaT BCTPEBOKEHHBIE TOAOCA!

— bapun! bapus npuexaa! C Typenkoro dgpoHTy... MbI Murom!..

B poMe 3akmmiaeT nrym u cyeTta. ABepH paclaxmBalOTCs. [ eHepan BAeTaeT B IEPEAHIOIO,
pacTarKuBas IPUCAYTY, @ HABCTPedy eMy OpPOCAalOTCsI HaclleX OAeThIe JKeHIITUHBl — CTapyIll-
Ka-MaThb U ABe CECTPHL:

— I'pumenskal I'puropuii! I'pumynsal.. Popsoii... Hakonern-to!

Bce oHU APY>KHO MOBHCAIOT HA OOTATBIPCKOM CTaHe reHepana, 0eCropsipA0uYHO OOHMMAas
U IIeAys ero.

— Hy-my, — AackoBo oTOmBaercd ToT. — Hy, roayOymku! Hy, poarbsle mou! MaTyiiika,
cectpunibl! JKusB g u 300poB... CraBa Tebe, ['ocmiopn!.. Bei-TO Kak?..

MaTb IpUKa3bIBaeT OAHOMY U3 CAYT:

— N\apbKa, TopHecHu-Ka maHAaA! TeMb HenporagaHad... Hu 3Tu He BUAHO!.. — CAyTa IIOA-
XOAWT C IIOACBEUHMKOM. — Bamyke! — HacTauBaeT cTapyIIika, AOTOIIHO BIASIABIBASICH B AUIIO
AIOOMMOTO ChIHa. ETO eANHCTBEeHHBIN TAa3 CBETUTCS AIOOOBBIO U 000KaHMeM. — AX, ThI, MOM
OAHOTAA3EeHBKHMIU! — MaTh C TPYAOM AOCTAET AO ero maeda. — Aa HEYIKTO TOCYAAPBIHS TeOs
KoMmccoBaAna’?.. BoT yapyskuaa, ceppeuHnas!.. Hy, cnacu6o eii... Bek bora MoAuTs 6yaeMm...

[ToTéMKUH AOOPOAYIITHO CMEETCS:

— Yo BHI, MaTyIIKa! TOABKO cOAA@TAM C OAHUM TA@30M CAY’KUTH He TIOAOJKEHO, a TeHe-
ParoB C AIOOBIM yBeubeM pAeprKaT. M 0AHOTAA3BIX, U OAHOPYKUX.

— Aa)Xe C TIOBPEXKAEHHOU r'OAOBOM ?.. — AYKABO BCTABASIET OAHA U3 CECTEP.

— CecTpula, He 3a0bIBaricsa! Vb, Kypa xBaTuAa! AypHBEIX TOAOB Be3Ae XBaTaeT... M1y
HAIIUX, U Y TYPOK...

— TlorpéM-Ka, TOAyOUMK, B CTOAOBYIO, — HacTauBaeT MaTb, — TeOs, IOAU-KQ, C AOPOTHU
KOPMUTB HaAOOHO... OTOAOAAA BEAB Ha COAAATCKUX-TO Xapuax!..

[TOTEMKUH ITyTAMBO OTHEKUBAETCA!

— Her, cypapku mou! He xaomouute, AroOe3HBle! YAOKUTe Aydllle MeHs IIOYUBATh —
ycTaa g Kpenko... C ABe THIIM BEPCT oTMaxaa. LllyTka An?..

PapocTHOE ceMencTBO, COIIPOBOKAAEMOE IIPUCAYTOU, CKPBIBAETCSA B TEMHOTE. ..
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Hap, I'leTepOyproM 3aHuUMaeTCsI CKyIIO¥ OCeHHUU paccBeT. CAaerka 30A0TUTCS UTAQ HaA,
IMTeTponnaBAOBCKMM cOOOPOM. MpadyHO 4epHEIOT KYPTUHBI M OaCTUOHBI 3HAMEHUTON KpeTo-
ctu. XOAOAHBIE, TEMHBIE, HEAACKOBbIe BOAHBI HeBbI OBIOTCS O TPAHUTHBIE ITapaneTsl, 0e3-
>KaAOCTHO pacKauuBas OOABIINE CYAQ, Oap’KU M AOAKH, CIPYAUBIIIHECS BO3Ae AAMUPAATEN-
CTBa...

[To ABOPIIOBOY HAOEPEKHOM CTPEMUTEABHO HECETCSI KApPeTa, 3allPSyKEHHAI YeTBEPHEH,
BCTPEYHBIe 3KUIIaKU YCTYIAIOT e AOPOTy. Y TAQBHOTO NOABE3Aa 3UMHEr0 ABOpIia KapeTa
OCTaHABAMBAETCS, U reHepan [TOTEMKUH B IOAHOM ITapapHOM (popMe, ¢ STIOAeTaMU, aKCEAb-
OaHTaMU U OpAEHAaMH, CIIyCcKaeTcsd Ha Tporyap. [IBelnap, 3aBUAEB reHepana, paclaxuBaeT
Iepep HUM ABEDb...

[ToTéMkuMH, TpHUAEP KUBad IIIIAary, HAIIPaBASIETCS K ITapPAaAHOM AeCTHUIIE U, He YCIIeB OAO-
A€Th HECKOABKMX CTYII€HEeH, CABIIIAT YbK-TO maru. Hascrpeuy emy cryckaercsa ['puropuit
Opaos. ConepHUKU BCTPEUAIOTCS B3TASIAAMY, U [TOTEMKUH, CAeTKa CMYTUBIINCE, KAQHSAET-
cs rpady ¥ HEeTpOMKO IIPOU3HOCHUT:

— 51 pap BUAETH Ballle CUSTEABCTBO... UTO HOBOT'O IIpHM ABOpe?..

— A HUYero HOBOTO, AOPOTOM TE3Ka, — XOAOAHO oTBeuaeT OpAOB. — BUIKy TOABKO, UTO
BBHI IOAHUMAaeTeCh HaBepX, a 4 UAY BHU3. Ypauu Bam!..

OHU A€eMOHCTPATUBHO PacXOAATCs, U [TOTEMKUH, MUMO 3aCTHIBIIMX II0 CTOUKE «CMUP-
HO» AaKeeB U AeKYPHBIX I'BapAeHIleB, IIIeCTBYeT K IIOKOIM MMIlepaTpulibl. Ilepea ABepbiO
B eé KaOMHET OH HEBOABHO IIPUOCAHMBAETC, IIONPABAIET OPACHA M aKCEABOAHTHI M CMEAO
IiepecTyIaeT IIopor...

EkaTepuHa, reHepanr-apAbIOTaHT UepHbIes, rpad [lanun u cekperapb Eaarus, AooToAe o
4EM-TO OKUBAEHHO OeCcepOBaBIIMe, BCTPEUYAIOT ero ATOOOTIBITHBIMU B3TASIAAMU. [TOTEMKIH,
IEAKAsT KaOAyKaMU, KAQHSIETCS MY KUMHAM U IIOAXOAUT K PyKe rOCyAapPbIHU.

— KaxkoB moaopel]l — AOBOABHO BOCKAMII@ET OHQ, NPOTATUBAS AAS HOIEAys OeAylo,
IyXAYIO pyKy. — Papa, papa BupeTh Bac, I'puropuit ArekcaoppoBud! C OAQrONOAYUYHBIM
BO3BpallleHueM!..

[Manun u Eaarus OpocaroT APYT APYTY YAOBAETBOPEHHEIE B3TATIABIL.

— V3psiAHO HACABIIIAHEL O BallleM IrepONCTBe, reHepana!l — A0OpPOAYIIHO BopuuT [TaHuH,
OTASIABIBASL QTACTHUUHYIO (pUIr'ypy reHepara. — HepapoMm AepskaBuH BeandaeT Bac ['epkyae-
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coM. EcTb 3a uTo!..

— OTO BCEro AUIIb UI'Ppa MO3TUYECKOI0 BOOOpa’KeHusd, rpad, — OTIIy4YUBaETCSd TOT. —
51 elllé He yCIleA COBEPIUIUTb HU €AUHOTO IIOABUTA... Ad’Ke He BBIYUCTUA HUUbel KOHIOIIHY,
IIOAOOHO @aHTUYHOMY I'epolo, He TOBOPS 00 OCTAABHOM...

— Ho Koe-Koro Bbl, OAHAKO, CyMEAU IIOTECHUTE... — BCTaBAsdgeT UepHbINIEB. EkaTepuHa
OepéT UHUIIUATUBY B CBOU PYKHU:

— Y reHepana [ToTéMKHHa, Kak AaBeda cOOOIIUA MHe (peabpMapiiar PyMaHIIEB, UMEIOT-
Cs1 OOITUPHBIE U AAABHOBUAHLBIE TIAQHEI, K TIOAB3€ U CAaBe OTeuecTBa OTHocsmecs... Capu-
TeCh, FeHepaA, Mbl OXOTHO BBEICAYIIIAEM Bac... 3AeCh HET PAaBHOAYIITHEBIX IIEPCOH, YK IIOBEPb-
Te...
[ToTéMKMH CapUTCA U, COOPABIIUCE C AYXOM, HAUUHAET:

— Bamte MiMneparopckoe BeandecTBo, MBI TOOEAUAU TYPOK IIpu Aapre u Karyae, 3aHs-
A Beccapabutio u Baraxuto, B3sgAu beraepsl, oTBoeBaAr KpbiM...

[TaHyH OXOTHO IOATBEPIKAQET:

— Bcsa EBpona noTpsceHa HallIuMu yciexaMu. VM HepapoM!..

[ToTéMKMH corAaliaeTcs:

— A Kaxk ke nHade ? MBI AOOMAMCE 3@ TP I'0OAQ TOT'O, YeTro (PPaHIly3bl, HEMIIBI U aBCTPU-
IIBI HE CyMEAU AOCTHYbD 3a CTOAeTHA!.. XOTS IBITAAUCE N30 BCEX CHUA...

ExaTepuHa HaCTOMYMBO HAaIOMUHAET:

— Tak B 4éM ke COCTOUT Balll MPOEKT, TeHepaA?..

[ToTEMKUH YBA€UEHHO IOAXBATHIBAET:

— Mot npoekT, Balte BeanuecTBO, COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOBI OCBOOOAUTE OT Uy KOT'O BAA-
ABIYECTBA BCE CAABSIHCKHME HApPOABL.. — 3asBAsIeT reHepan. — [ IIyCTh BCe OHU 3a’KUBYT
CUaCTAUBO M CBOOOAHO, KaK TOTO TpeOyeT UX Bepa M >KeraHUe MUPHO KUTh U OOUXOAUTH
CBOIO 3€MAIO...

HekoTopoe BpeMs B KaOUHeTe apuT TUILINHA.

— CKOABKO AASL 3TOTO IOTPeOyeTCss BOMHCKUX CUA, TeHepaA?.. — 3aAyMUMBO BOIIPOIIIa-
eT Ilapuiia.

— Ilpuaérca HanpaBuUTh TyAQ, Balre BeandecTBO, BCIO HAllly apMUIO U PAOT, €CAU HE
OoAee, — TYyT >Ke OTBedaeT YepHEIIIEB.

— A Kak OBITh ¢ MATeKOM B [ToabIe?.. — HanoMuHaeT [TaHuH.

YepHBILIEB IIBITAETCS BO3PA3UTh:

— BTIloasble peticTByeT reHepar CyBopos. [Ipruém BecbMa yCIIEIIHO IPOMUT KOH(eAe-
PaToB IO BCEM HATPABAEHUSIM. ..

VMneparpuila, HOCA€ KOPOTKOI'O Pa3pAyMbs, IOABOAUT CBOCOOPA3HBIN UTOT CKa3aHHO-
MY:

— Ilaan Bami, reHepana, 3aCAy’KHBaeT CaMOTo IPHUCTAaABHOTO BHUMaHU4. He cKpoto, oH
AOBOABHO OOIIIMPEH U 3aMaHUUB, OAHAKO...

YepHBIIIEB TyT Ke IOAAEPIKUBAET eé:

— Hapo00H0, Baite BeanyecTBO, AOCTOMHO 3aBEPIIUTEH ITIOABCKYIO KaMIIAHUIO U, BEPO-
sITHee BCero, IPUBAEYb K AQHHOMY IIPOEKTY BO3MOJKHBIX COIO3HUKOB. B 3TOM AOAYKHEI y4a-
CTBOBATh APyTHe XPUCTHAHCKUE AepsKaBhL... HaM Oblna OB HEOOXOAUMA TOAAEPIKKA, AYXOB-
Hasl U MaTepUarbHad. ..

[MTorémruH 00ecKypakeH. M TOABKO AU OAATOCKAOHHBIN B3TASIA FOCYAAPBIHU BCEASET
B Hero Bepy U HapekAy. OH 3aMeTHO IPUOOOADPSETCH. ..
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3anapHaga beaopyccuda. 'opopok CtoroBuun. CeHTAOPS MecArn,. Beuepeer. Ha TecHEIX,
IITYMHBIX YAOUKAX KapKO TOpPsIT KOCTPHI, BO3AE HUX I'PEIOTCS, PACIMBAIOT BUHO, TPOMKO IIe-
peroBapuBalOTCA U ITYMHO OararypsT IOABCKHE I'yCaphbl, YAQHBI U AOOPOBOABIIBL. Kpyrom
IapuT aTMocdepa 00eBOoro 3aA0pa, OeCIIabalTHOCTH U IPEABKYIIEHUS CKOPOM ITOOEAHL. ..

B menTpe ropoaka — IPOCTOPHBIU OCOOHSK I'pada OTMHCKOrO — BEPXOBHOI'O I'eTMa-
Ha IOABCKOI'O M AUTOBCKOTO. B 60ABIIION, 60raTo 0O0CTaBAEHHOU TOCTUHON Ha BTOPOM 3Ta-
JKe 3BYUYUT Becéaas, pasypanras Mysbslka. CaM rpad, CUAL 3@ KAABECHMHOM, AUXO HCIIOAHS-
eT Ma3ypKy. Ero >kenaHHasi TOCTbS,, MOAOAAS KpacHBasl AaMa, VIOTHO CHAS Ha AUBaHe, He-
CIIEIITHO ITONIMBAET BUHO U BHUMATEABHO CAyIIaeT. ['pad AroOe3HO IOACHSET (Pa3roBOp UAET
o-(hpaHIly3CKH):

— OTO HApPOAHBIN TaHeI], Aoporas... BepHee — IpoCTOHapOAHBIV. Ha3biBaeTcss OH —
Ma3ypKa... — U, CBITPaB HECKOABKO TAaKTOB, Tpad MAABHO MeHseT TeMy: — A BOT TaHel] KO-
poaeBcKUM. KpakoBsK... — OH apTUCTUYECKHU yAAPSeT 110 KAaBUIIaM.

— KpakoBsik? — mepecupalinBaeT IIpeKpacHas (PpaHIly>KeHKa. — ODTO IIPeAeCTHO!..

— O pa... — OruHckul yaplbaeTcsa. — KpakoB — 3TO Hallla ApeBHASA CTOAMIIA. TaM Ha-
XOAUTCSI KOPOAEBCKUM 3aMOK BaBeab. Mexkay IpoumM, Aooporasi, OAMH U3 KPAaCUBEMIINX B
EBporme. MHe KakeTcs, OH He yCTynuT Bepcanro...
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I'pad BUPTYO3HO BOCIPOM3BOAUT TAKTHI 3ByYHOM, KOKETAUBOU MeAOAUHU. ['OCTha IIpu-
A€KHO CAYIIaeT U YABIOAeTCs. B3pBIBBI COAAQTCKOIO XOXOTA 38 OKHOM 3aCTaBASAIOT €€ YKO-
PH3HEHHO KauHYTh XOPOIIeHbKOM rOAOBKOU. OTMHCKUM OOAPO yCMeXaeTCs:

— MHe HpaBUTCA UX AMXOU 3aA0p! DTUX MOAOAIIOB TPYAHO YeM-TO 3aMyTaTh...

— Aa)xe pycCKUM?.. — AIOOOIIBITCTBYET I'OCTbSI.

— MHe y>Xe yAaAOCh, MO MUAAS, pa30UTh OAUH PYCCKUM OTPSA... — TOPAEAUBO COO0-
IIaeT XO34UH. — A Tellepb 3AeCh HaroTOBE CeMb ThICAY BCapHUKOB! ['ycapoB 1 yaaHOB. Bee
OHM XpaOpkle, oTUYasiHHBIE pyOaku! 3aBTpa g MOBeAy UX B O0M... — OH 3aBeplllaeT 3TU CAOBA
OpaBYPHBIM aKKOPAOM. ['ocThs ocyiaeT 60KaA. ['pad 3aKphIBaeT KPHIIIKY KAABECHHA, Ha-
AMBaeT cebOe BUHA M ITIOACAKMBAeTCA K pAaMe: — Bel — xpaOpag peBylika, Mapu! OcTaBUTh
INapw>k u mprexaTh CI0AQ, IOYTU B @3UATCKYIO TAYIIb... MeHA BAOXHOBASET Balll 0e3pacCcyA-
HBIM IOPHIB!.. 3@ YTO MHe TaKast MUAOCTL?.. 5l e€ He 3aCAY>KUA, IIOBEPLTE...

OpaHIly’KeHKa He COTAAIIaeTCs:

— Aoporo# Muiieab, 3To ke Tak pomaHTuuHo! [IpeaectHo!.. MHe OYAYT CMepTEALHO
3aBUAOBATH BCE MOU NTaPU’KCKUE Ky3UHBL... — OHU OOHMMAIOTCS. 3@ OKHAMU CABIIIATCS BbI-
CTPEABI 1 0€CIIOPIAOYHEIN IITyM. ['0CThsT 00eCIOKOeHO: — MHUIIEeAB, UTO 3TO?..

OruHcku 6eClevHo MalleT PyKOU:

— Ilycraku! I'ycapsl, Kak BCerAa, IEPENUANCH U IAAAT KyAa ITonano... He ctout 6ecro-
KOUTBLCA!.. — OH XOUeT BHOBb OOHSATH IIOAPYTY, HO CHU3Y AOHOCATCSA CTYKH U OeroTHs. ['onoc
(mo-mmoABbCKU):

— I'lan retman! MocKaau aTaky:oT!..

OTUHCKUM CEPAUTO:

— Icsa xpeB!.. — OH TYT )Ke BCKaKMBaET M CyMaTOIITHO OTASIABIBAET KOMHATY.

OpaHIly’)KeHKa UCITyTaHHO:!

— Muitieas, 3To pycckue?! Uto uM Hy>KHO? ..

— Aa, uépt nobepu! ITo OHU, OYAL IPOKAATHI!.. — rpad), HaKOHeIl, HaXOAUT CBOM r'ycap-
CKHMU AOAOMAaH U AMXOPAaAOUYHO HapeBaeT ero. ['onoc u3-3a ABepHu:

— ITau rerman! Mockaau yxe psgpoMm... [Toroponurecs!..

BeicTpeas! Bcé rpoMue u OecriopsgpouHeld. CABIIIHBL Oe3yAepKHBIE KPUKH, CTYK KAWH-
KOB, p’KaHbe AoIapel... [pad xBaTaeT cabAIO U TUCTOAET.

l'ocThsa MOTPsICEHHO:

— Mumeas! A uto 6yaeT co MHOM?! Hy, Kak e s1?!..

OruHCKUM Ha CEeKYHAY 3aCTBIBAeT B PACTEPSHHOCTH, a B ABEPAX IOSABASETCS (PU3UOHO-
MUS CAYTH:

— [lan retmaH, Mockaau yke TyT... Hapo 6esxaTb! Ckopee!.. — rpad OpocaeTcs K pABe-
PH, HO CAyTa OCTaHaBAUBAET ero: — MaTka 6ocka!l OHHE y>Ke BHU3Y!..

OpaHIly’)KeHKa CKarach B KOMOYEK, IIOTePSB TOAOBY OT CTpaxa.

— Yro penats, SAnymi?!.. — pacTepsHHO BOCKAUIlaeT OTUHCKUHN.

— BeskuM Ha yeppak! TaM AecTHHUTIA. ..

leTMaH CIIEHIUT 3a CAYTOU, HA XOAY OPOCHUB IIPEKPACHOMN rOCThE:

— Aepykurteck, Mapu! [ ckopo Bepuych!.. [ToBepsTe!.. Ckopol..

IOnaa dpaHITy’)KeHKa 3a0UAaCh B YTOAOK AUBAHQ, C TOAOBOM HAKPHIBIINCH POCKOIIHOMN
IIEPCUACKON MIaAbIo. KaskeTcs, 94TO OHa AaKe He ABIIUT. CHU3Y AOHOCUTCSA CTYK COAAQT-
CKUX camor. 'poMKue roroca. 3aTeM B TOCTUHOM, AeprKa TAKEABIE PYJKbsl HallepeBecC, ITOIB-
ASIOTCS TPOE PYCCKUX eTepeli. BHUMaTeAbHO ocMaTpuBatoTCsa. OAUH KPUUUT:

— Barmre npeBocxoputeascTBo! TyT HEKOTO. [TyCTO...

Yepes MUHYTY B 3aA€ BO3HUKAET MAACHBKHUY, CYXOHBKUU I'€HEePaA.

— Aa Hey>XTO? — ero roAyoble, Aep3KHe raasa 3aA0pHO OaecTAT. — ['eTMaH OTUHCKUH,
CTaAO OBITh, U3BOAUA PETUPOBATBCA?.. — M BAPYT OH 3aMeuaeT B YTAY AUBAHA IECTPHIN, I1Be-
TACTBI KOMOK. PellnTeAbHO ITOAXOAUT U CTPEMUTEABHO OTKUABIBAET IIEPCUACKYIO IIaAb.
[NepenyranHble, MOASIIINE T'Aa3a MOAOAOM JKEHIIUHEBI 3aCTABASIOT €r0 AOOPOAYIIIHO yCMeX-
HYTBCS.

— Kro BBI?!.. — IOTPsICEHHO BOCKAMIIaeT PpaHIly’)KeHKa, 00MHUpasi OT yrKaca.

— I'enepaa CyBOpOB, MapeMya3eAb, — Ha IIpeKpacHOM (DPAHIIy3CKOM S3BIKe OTBedaeT
reHepana, 3BeHs IIIOPaMU.

— BbI OepéTe MeHs B IA€H?.. — TOAOC AEBYIIKU APOJKUT.
— O HeT, MOsI MHAad... — ycIoKauBaeT e€é CyBopoB. — Pycckue ¢ JKeHITUHAMU He BOIO-
I0T... CYaCTAMBO OCTaBaThbCsA!.. — OH BO3BpAIAeT IIaAb Ha IPe>KHee MeCTO, I0BOPAauYnBaeT-

Cs1 U AQ€T 3HaK conparam: — ITompémre, OpaTusl. [TycTh MaM3eAb IPUAET B 4yBCTBO...

A BepXOBHBIU I'eTMaH IIOABCKUN M AUTOBCKUM, COIS U IeNAsdsa cabael 3a lIaTKUe CTy-
IIeHbKH, CIIyCKaeTCsd M0 YePAQUHOM AECTHUIIE BCAEA 3@ CAYTOM. Bo ABOpe CTOAT 3acépnaH-
HBIe AOIIaAW, TPEBOJKHO ITOBOAS YIIIaMU U B3APAruBasi OT BBICTPEAOB U HEYMOAUHOTO I'BaA-
Ta. OTMHCKUM BCKAKUBAET B CEANO, CAYTA CAEAOM 3a HUM, U 00a, HaXAECTHIBAs CKaKyHOB,
HeCyTCsl IPOYb OT MecTa 004... KpyroM MOABIXaIOT KOCTPHL, I'PEMAT B3PBIBEI, CBUCTAT IIYAH,
yépHble (PUTYPHI BCAAHUKOB CTPEMIAAB AETSIT B TEMHOTY, 1 He IIOHSATh — CBOU 3TO AU Uy-
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>Kmre? B oTpelI€éHHBIX TAa3ax rpada CToIT CAE3BI, OH CMOTPHUT IIPSIMO Iepep COO0H, U B II0-
TPSACEHHON, B3BBOAHOBAHHOM AYIIIEe €ro 3By4aT CKOPOHBIE 3ByKU 3HaMeHUTOro «I'Toronesan...
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Hos6pb-Mmecsarl. CaukT-ITeTepOypr. 3uMHUl ABopern,. IIpep3umMHni noaAyMpak. ClaAbHS
uMneparpuilbl. EKaTepuHa, IpuceB Ha KOPTOYKY, YMEAO PA3BOAUT OTOHb B KaMuHe. Illese-
AUT JKeAe3HBIMHU HIUIIIaMU TACIOIe YTOABKY, TIOAOPAaChIBAET BHYTPh HECKOABKO IIOAEHBEB,
yepe3 HECKOABKO MUHYT OTOHEK BCIIBIXUBAET M Pa3ropaeTcsl POBHBIM F'OAyOOBATO-PO30BLIM
CBETOM...

Llapuiia yAOBAETBOPEHHO IIOAHUMAETCS, 3aKphIBaeT KAMUH IIBETHBIM 3KPaHOM U OYAUT
BepHYIO KaMep-dpay, IPUKOPHYBIIYIO HAa ABaHE:!

— Mapnsa Casuiiida, nopa BcTaBaTh! [TopnuMaiics, pooporasi! CeaAbMOU COH, TTOAU-KQ,
CMOTPHIIIb...

[NTepexkycuxuHa IPOTHUPAET 'Aa3a:

— Cell MOMEHT, MaTyIIKa! — OHa, KPSAXTH, BCTAET, 3eBas, KPeCTUT POT U OOpMOYeT: —
[MTpocty, ['octiopn, Mou IperpenieHns — 4ero TOABKO IOA YTPO He mnpurpesutcs!.. 9To X
HaAO Takoe nouMeTh!.. OX, cBAT-CBAT!..

ExaTeprHa IpoXoAUT B YOOPHYIO, HA XOAY BOIIpOIIas:

— Artae Katepuna MiBanoBHa? I'ae aTa AeHTsAMKa? OnaTh mpocmanal..

Kamep-dpay CHemIuT K BEIXOAY U3 CIIaABHU U HOCOM K HOCY CTAaAKUBAETCS C MOAOAOM
KaAMBIYKOM, HeCyIlel KyBIINH C BOAON U YAIIIKy C KyCOUKaMU ABAQ.

— Hy, rae Tbl 6popuib? — munuT ppay. — MaTyliKka rHeBaTbCs U3BOAUT...

HeBo3MyTuMas KaAMBIUKA AEpraeT IA€YMKOM U TUXO IIPOXOAUT B yOOpHYIO. MMuepa-
TPHUIlQ, TOAOCKABIIAs POT, CEPAUTO KOCUTCA Ha Heé, 3aTeM MOoAYa OepET KyCOUeK AbAA U Ha-
YMHAEeT MEAAEHHO BOAUTH UM IIO IIeKaM U AOy. BHauare OAHOM AEABIIIKOM, IIOTOM APYTOH,
0e33A00HO0 BOpYa Ipu 3TOM:

— IlpuMeuati-npuMeuati, mog Murasg! Kpacora TpeOyeT yCUAUH... ThI IOKA MOAOAQ, U
TeOe He HapAOOHO Tep3aTh ce0sl XOAOAOM U ronopoM! UTo-To pAanblile OyAeT?.. — OHa CKalllu-
BaeT rAasa Ha AEBYIIKY. — XOpOIIO, KOAU BO3bMET TeOs 3aMy>K YeAOBeK AOCTOMHBIN U He-
NIPUBEPEAAUBEIH, @ €5KeAU CAMOBAIOOAEHHEBIN ropAel;?.. UTo Toraa?.. BCmHOMHUIIIE MOM MyKH
Ad YPOKH...

CAy>KaHKa, TASIAS Ha 3Ty IPOLIEAYPY, U PecHulled He MopraeT. [IOKOHUYMB CO ABAOM,
EkaTepuHa THIATEABHO YMBIBAETCS M BBITUPAET AUIIO. 3a ABEPBIO CKYASAT IIPOCHYBIINECST
AEBPETKHU. B ClIanbHIO 3aTAIABIBAET ceKpeTapb Eaarun:

— Mapus CaBHIIIHE, TOCYAQPBIHS U3BOAUAA IPOOYAUTHCS ¢

— Yke-y>xe!l — mamieT pykou KaMep-¢dpay. — Ckopo 6yaerT... HeT oT Bac mokos!

Cekpertaps ucuesaer. EkaTeprHa BEIXOAUT M3 YOOPHOM, YCA’KMBAETCA 3a TYaAeTHBIN
cToAuK. [lepekycuxuHa HaYWHAET IPUBBIYHO YKAQABIBATH €€ I'yCThle, AAUHHBIE BOAOCHL.
Bo3ae HOT apHUITEl KPYTATCA IOPKUE A€BPETKHU.

— Kro 3TO 6817, Mapbs CaBuiliHa? — AIOOONBITCTBYET OHA.

— EaaruH, — cKBO3b 3yOBI OTBeuaeT ppay, pOT €€ HaUMHEH IIIUABKAMU.

— ATloTéMKHH He NOABAIACI?.. — EKaTepuHa CAepAUT B 3epKaae 3a AunoM [lepekycu-
XUHOU. Ta BCTpedaeTcss C He B3TASAOM, 3aKaABIBAET OUYEPEAHYIO IINMUABKY U TOBOPUT: —
[ToTéMKUH AeKYPHUA BMeCTO UepHBIIIEBA U HBIHUE, HAAO AYMaTh, OTABIXAET...

ExaTeprHa HEAOBOABHO XMYPUTCS. BOT HaKOHeI] TOAOBa €€ yOpaHa, ¥ TOCyAQPBIHA IlIe-
CTBYeT B IIPOCTOPHBIU KaOuHeT. Ha Hell OeAbll TPapAeTyPOBBIM KAllOT C IIMPOKUMU CKAGA-
KaMM, Ha TOAOBe KPeNOBHIY uellell, AeBpeTKU OOMKO ceMeHAT caAepAoM. Eaarns, 3aBUAEB UM-
IepaTpuIly, BCTAET CO CTyAd U CIENIUT K e€ pyKe. Halllku KpenKoro Kode ¢ MaAeHbKUMU
OMCKBUTAMU CTOAT Ha paboueM cTore. EKaTeprHa CapAUTCS U IIpepraraeT CeKpeTapro:

— HBan INepdurbeBud, kKode He skeraeTe? Co MHOIO 3@ KOMIIAHUIO? ..

Erarve AeAMKATHO KadaeT TOAOBOM:

— TloxkopHnerinie 6naaropapio, Baiie BeandecTtBo! C Batero mo3BoaeHus, 5 MbIO Yal...

OHa c AYyKaBOM YABIOKOM:

— Bel He AtOOUTe Kpenkui Kode, Bepb Tak ¢ Hy, mpusHauTecs!..

U Be ycneBaeT cekpeTapb OTBETUTE, KaK B ABepu nosasAgeTcsd rpad [lanus:

— Bl mo3BoauTe, Baite BeanuectBo?..

— Pasymeetcq, rpad, — IPUBETAMBO OTBeYaeT [[apuila, — Ballle OTCYTCTBHE 5 ObI COU-
Ad AYPHBIM IIpep3HaMeHoBaHHeM. Kak MoskHO?.. — [laHWH IIpepaHHO IleAyeT el pyKy. Ca-
putcsa. EkaTepuHa NpuryoanBaeT 4alllky C KpeluaWIlIMM HAlIMTKOM U TOBOPHUT: — A BaM,
Huxkuta MIBaHOBMY, cell HACTOU 4 He IIpeApAararo, 3Hasd Ballll BKYCHL...

— B moém Bo3pacre, Bamre BeanuecTBo, — mapupyer TOT, — OH OTHIOABL He IIOAE3€H.
3eno Bo30yskpaeT! — rpad ToHKO yabiOaeTcsa. EkaTeprHa OXOTHO BCTyIIaeT B UTPY:

— A BOT TypKH, Tpad, IBIOT €T0 C yTPpa A0 Bedepa — M XOTb ObI uTo! U cigaT BO BCIO MBa-
HOBCKYIO, @ YTPeHHHUY HaMa3 COBEepPINaoT, KaK II0A0KeHO. BoT BepAb He3apaual..
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— 3aTo nuTh BUHa UM KopaH He BeanT! — nopkatodaetcd EaaruH. 'ocypapbIHS 3apas-
UTEABHO CMeETCH:

— A BOT 3TO y>kKe hopMeHHOe Oe300pa3ue! Kak >ke Torpa MOKHO IIPa3pHOBATH TPOM-
Kue 1oOeAbl, HeObIBaAble TPUYMMEI M APYTHE CAaBHBIE Aend? be3 0OMABHOTO BO3AMSIHUA? ..
Aa’ke 4OIIOpHBIE aHTAWYAHE 3TOr0 He MOUMYT, g Y’K He roBOpIO O dhpaHIly3ax... — cole-
CeAHUKU pa3BoAAT pyKamu. Ha nmopore Bo3HuKaeT 6oraTtelpckas durypa [Torémkuna. Exa-
TepUHA C 000’KaHMEM CMOTPUT Ha HEro U papOCTHO BOCKAUIIaeT: — BOT celfyac reHepaa
[MToréMkuH HaM BCE U pacToAKyeT! BoeHHBIE 3TO Ay4llle 3HAIOT. VIM, Kak TOBOPST, BUAHEE...

I'eHepan IOAXOAUT K €€ pyKe, IIeAyeT, OHa OTBeuaeT AACKOBBIM ITOJKaTHEM.

— Yrto uMmenHo, Baiie BeAnuecTBO, MHe HapAEKUT pacTOAKOBaThH? [Tpukakute! Cae-
AQIO BCE, YTO B MOUX CUAAX... — [TOTEMKUH BHIIPAMASAET CBOM MOTYYUU CTaH.

— JAOIIyCTUMO AU PYCCKOMY YeAOBEeKy, — BCTyIaeT B AHaror IlaHMH, — He yIoTpe-
OASITH HUKAKUX TOPSUYMTEABHBIX HAaUTKOB? CHUpeub BOAKM, BUHA U NuBa? YUTO BBl Ha 3TO
CcRakeTe?

[ToTéMKMH UCKPEHHE U3YMASACTCH:

— Aa Kak ’Xe cHe BO3MOXXHO?!.. UTO B AeTONUCAX HAIIMX 3HAUUTCA? «Beceane Pycn
ecTb nuThu!» Beab cyxas AoyKKa poT Aepét!.. Ato6oM MY’>KUK 3TO 3HAeT, He TO YTO MBI —
I'PeIHEIE. ..

EkaTepuHa pa3pa’kaeTcsd 3BOHKUM, 3aAUBUCTBEIM cMeXOM. CMeloTcd 1 e€ COOeCepAHUKH,
OTKPOBEHHO 1 0e3yAep KHO. AeBPEeTKH HAUMHAIOT BU3TAUBO, IPOH3UTEABHO AASITh. [lepeky-
CHXWHQ, Cropas OT AIOOOIIBITCTBA, IOACMATPUBAET B ABEPHYIO IIIEAb.

— Hy, 6yaert. lllyTKu B CTOPOHY... — UMIIePATPUILa BHUMATEABHO OKHABIBAET CBOUX
IIOMOIIIHUKOB. — Sl IOAQraro, 4To BpeMs AN OeCIabAalTHOI'O BECEAbs, TOCIIOA], €llé He IIpU-
CIIEAO, XOTS MHOTOE MBI YCIIEAU CBEPIIUTb...

— Hy, otuero xe, Barte BeanuecTBo, — capepsKaHO Bo3pakaeT [TaHWH, — Ha MOABCKOM
U TypenKOM TeaTpax BOWH, KaK U3BECTHO, F'OCIIOACTBYET IIOAHBIU IITUAL. COBepIIeHHOe
CIIOKOMCTBHeE... Pa3dBe 3TO He CBUAETEABCTBO HAIlIEN CUABI? ..

— TouHee — Hatero 6eccnopHoro TpuyMda... — nopaep>xkusaet ero [Torémkus. — Ta-
KOT'0 COKPYIINTEABHOTO IIOpa’keHus HU Te, HU APyTHe elllé He 3HaAu. EBpolla mopa>keHa...

ExaTepuHa YKOPU3HEHHO KadaeT FOAOBOIMI:

— Hamu nobearl MaTymiky EBpomny He CAUIIIKOM PAAYIOT, — OHA B3AbIXaeT. — K MoeMy
HEeMaAOMYy YAUBACHUIO — U (DPAHITY3bl, U aBCTPUULIB], U aHIAMYaHe — KpaWHe 00eCIIOKO-
eHbl cypabOOM IToabmn u Typruu... KTo 6B MOT TOAYMaTh? — OHA €AKO ycMexXaeTcsa. — A
dpaHITy3CcKUe TeHepaAbl AloMypbe U BUOMEHHAB, C TI0AQYM MX BOEHHOTO MUHUCTPA, AdKe
BO3TAABASIAU TIOABCKUX KOH(EAepaToB... TO eCTh BEICTyIIaAU B KadeCTBe HAIIUX IIPSIMBIX
Bparos... A 6apoH TOTT OTAMBAA AAS TYPOK OyIIKHU!.. BOT 1 cyauTe caMu...

[MToTéMKUH yOeKAEHHO AOOABASIET:

— HukoMmy He Hy>KHa KpenKas u cuabHas Poccusi! Bepb TorAa ¢ Hel Hy>KHO OyAeT TOBoO-
PUTH Ha PAaBHBIX, — PAa3BOAUT PyKaMu. — VI3BOABTE, MUAOCTUBEIE TOCIIOAQ, HAC AIOOUTH U
>KanroBathk!.. HTo — He HpaBUTCSA? — cypoBO: — Toraa He obeccyapTel..

[NanwuH coraalaeTcs:

— W Goablile TOTO — yBa)kKalTe HAIIM UHTePeChl. A 3TO MarO KOTO yCTpauBaeT...

ExaTepnHa BcTpedaeTcsd B3TASIAOM C [TOTEMKUHBIM:

— Bam naaH, reHepan, rpeeT MOE Cepalle, OAHAKO I1I0Pa AAS HETO elllé He npuitaa. Celi-
yac HaM Hy>KeH MHUp... — OHa yAbIOaeTcsa. — MHe HEOOXOAUMO NPUBECTU B IMOPSIAOK MOE
ManreHbKoe x034ucTBOo. OT KamuaTku A0 KpbIMa... 9To TpebOyeT Koe-Kakux ycuaunti!.. He Tak
An?.. — cobeCepAHMKU PacCIABIBAIOTCS B yABIOKax. — XBaTUT BoeBaTh, rocrnoaa! Mer, pyc-
CKHe, IOKPBIAU Ce0s HeYBSIAQEeMOM CAABOM Ha IIOASIX HeOBIBAABIX CPA’KEHUM — TaK AdBaWTe
JKe 3aceeM 3TH NMOAST OOMABHBIMU 3AaKaMU M COOePEM IeApHBIN ypoykai... [Topa! — auro
ExarepuHBl 1o-HacTOsIIEMY OXKUBAsieTcsl. [JaHWH cAerka yAapseT AQAOHBIO O AQAOHB, HO
Ilapulia yAepsKuBaeT ero: — MHe He HY’KHBI PyKOIIAeCKaHUs, rpad! — OHa 4yThb yABIOa-
eTcs. — /\ydllle IOMOTUTe HaWTU MOIO AIOOUMYIO TaDaKepKYy... 3A0CYACTHAS ONATh KyAa-TO
3aIpOINaCTUAACh...

U Bce TyT >)Ke OpocaroOTCsl Ha IOUCKHU, BKAtoUad [lepekycuxuny. VIyT ctapaTeAbHO U
TIeTHO. Ho TyT B KaOMHET BXOAUT MOAOAAS KAAMBIYKA U BPy4YaeT XO34HUKe IPOIaxy.

— Cnacubo, Karepuna lBaHoBHa, — OaaropapuT EkaTrepuHa. OTKpBIBaeT TabaKepKy,
OepéT 1menoTKy TabaKa U oOpalnaeTcs K cekpeTtapto: — VBau [lepduabeBrud, CpOUHO UIITN-
Te yKa3: HallpaBUTh r'eHepaA-Topy4Yuka [ToTéMKrHa Ha IeperoBOPHI C TYPEeIlKOM CTOPOHOM
00 yCTaHOBAEHUU BEYHOTO MUPA... be30 BCAKUX yCcTyIlloK u KoHTpuOynuu. ['pacd 'puropuin
I'puropseBud OpAOB CHIO, BeCbMa Ba’KHYIO MUCCHUIO, K COJKAAeHUIO, IIPOBAAUA. ..

[NTa"HWH MTOAXBATHIBAET:

— Ipomy npoutenus, Bamre BeanuecTBO, HO rpad CBOEU FOPABIHEN U BEICOKOMEPUEM

AasKe CaMUX TyPOK Ilepelleroasal..
EkaTepuHa coraamlaeTcs:
— MMenHo Tak, — u oOpamtaerca K [ToréMkuny: — a Bbel, I'puropuit AAeKCaHAPOBUY,
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U3BOABTE 3allaCTUCh TEPIEHHEM, TBEPAOCTBIO M HaXOAYMBOCTBIO. HemmpecTaHHO TOMHUTE
00 naTepecax Poccun!.. — [TOTEMKUH IOCAYIIIHO CKAOHSIET TOAOBY. EKaTeprHa ¢ yABIOKOH!
npubaBAsieT: — A pAaabHelIllee MBI COOOIIIMM BaM U3YCTHO... — OHa IIOAHOCUT TabaK K HOCY
1 3BOHKO 4MXaeT. AeBPEeTKHU MOAHUMAIOT Oe3YAEP KHBIM AdM, @ IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE XOPOM
BOCKAMIIAIOT:

— AoOporo 3A0pOBbs BaM, Bartiie BeanuecTsol!..

EkaTepuHa mMaIeT pyKou:

— BaaropapcTBytiTe, rocriopal — M uMxaeT HECKOABKO Pas IIOAPSA,

13

3UMHUM, 3aCHEKEHHBIN AeC. AMKas TAyXOMaHb, B KOTOPYIO PEAKO 3a0peAaeT AOCY KU,
He oOpeMeHEHHBIM 3a00TaMU, YeAOBEK, Pa3Be UTO IO BeAUKOU HyKAe. CToreTHHE AYOHI,
0e3AMCTBIe KAEHBI, MOTyUHe BSI3bl M PA3AAIUCThIE €AH, IAOTHO YKPBIThIE TOACTBIMU CHEXK-
HBIMU IIaASIMH, 3aCTBIAU B MOAYAAMBOM OllelleHeHu!U... Ho 0TKyaa-To m3pareka AOHOCUTCS
CKPHII OCTOPOKHBIX, BKPAAUMBEIX IIaroB. [1o BceMy 3aMeTHO, 9TO UAET A0Opast BaTara AfO-
A€W, IPUYEM UAST U3AAAEKA U TYTEM IBHO 3HAKOMBIM.

Tpony IpokAapbIBaeT KOPEHACTHIN, CPDEAHET0 POCTa U BO3pacTa My KUK B KOPOTKOM CU-
OUpKe, C PY’KbEM Ha MAede U KPEIMKOW POTaTMHOM B PYKe. 3a HUM, CAEA B CAep, IaraioT
Opatbga OPAOBHL, TOXKE C PYKbIMH U POraTUHAMU, OAETBIE ODOAee LIErOAeBaTO, & 3aMBIKAIOT
IIeCcTBUE ABOE MOAOABLIX ABOPOBBIX. BOXKaThIN 3acThIBaeT Ha MecTe, BHUMATEALHO OCMaTPU-
BAaeTCs M TPUCAYIIINBAETCS. ..

— Yero? — ménoroM cupauubaeT AreKcel. — 3allAyTaAn?..

— Her, OapuH, — uepe3 MHUHYTY OTBedaeT My KUK, — UAEM BEPHO... — OH BEIOpachIBaeT
PYKy. — Buillb, BOH mapok BBETCH?..

— I'ae?.. — cupammBaet ['puropuii.

— A BOH, IIOA TOU €AKOM... — BOJKATBIN UyTh yCMeXaeTCH.

— On?.. — ®EAOP TOTOB YCOMHUTLCSI.

— Oul!l.. — TBépAO 6GpocaeT AreKce.

Mhapine 6patest — VBaH 1 BAGAMMHUD — YIOPHO MOAYAT, AWUIIL IPUCTAABHO BIASIABI-
BAIOTCS B yKa3aHHOE BOJKaKOM MeCTO. Ha HeOOABITION TpoTaArHe, BO3AE TyAOBA TUTAHTCKOMN
€AH, IIOA €€ HUJKHUMM, PACKUAUCTBIMU AAIlaMU, TOPOUTCSA BEICOKUU cyrpo0. Haa HUM KAy-
ouTcs oOAQUKO Tapa...

— 0OX, )Xaab, cobak He B3gAau!l.. — ceryet MBaH.

— M mopenoM, 9To He B3gAM, — He COTAAIIaeTCs MY>KMK, — OHU OBl €TI0 paHbIlle CpOKa
IIOAHSAU... — B TOAOCE BOJKATOT'O 3BydYaT CyeBepHble HOTKU.

— Yero penaeM, Apxun?.. — ¢ 3aMeTHBIM YBa)KeHHEM CIIpalliuBaeT [ puropuu.

— Yero penraeM?.. — BOXKATBIN CHUMAeT IIAIIKY U BBITUPAET elo IOTHOe AuIlo, — Toapxo-
AWM OAMDKE M CHET ToITueM, 4YTOO CIiocoOHelr OBIAO... CKPapOM...

Barara ocTOpo>kHO, ITOUTH Ha IBIIIOYKAX, TPUOAMIKAETCS K 3aBeTHOMY Ccyrpody. Heps-
HOe HallpsIKeHNe ITePepaeTcss KaXKAOMY, U OpaThs CEPAUTO KOCSITCS APYT Ha APYTa, a ABOPO-
BbIe HEYKAIOJKE IIAETYTCS C3aAU...

— OW, BBI! — CBUCTAIUM HIENIOTOM OKAUKaeT ux Arekceil. — CrouTe! Hy Bac K aerlre-
MY, Pa33siBbl!..

CAyTH papOCTHO 3aCTHIBAIOT Ha MeCTe.

— Tuxo! — cepauto munut ['puropuii. — AOroBo pgpoM... TomuuTe CHET, a Thl, — KH-
BaeT OH MAQAIIIEMY, — AeAad CBOE pAeno!l.. Aa osKuBee...

— 3auyeM TONTaThb-TO?.. — YAUBAseTcd VBaH.

— A 4TOO yAPaTh, €CAH UTO... — CEPBE3HO OTBEYaeT BOJKATHIN.

OPpAOBBEI HQUMHAIOT AUXOPAAOYHO YMUHATE IBIITHOE CHEXKHOe 0Aesino. CTOpOHHUE CBU-
AeTeAd — ABOPOBAas IIPUCAyTra — OOS3AMBO IOE>KUBAsICh, HAOAIOAQIOT CO CTOPOHEL 3@ 3TOU
KapTUHOU. V1 BADYT Ha AMIIaX OOOUX MOSABASIETCSI CMEPTEABHBIN Y7KAC — XOAOIIBI MUTOM IIO-
BOPAUYMUBAIOTCA U OEryT...

W3 6epaory, TouHee — U3 CyrpoOa BEIHBIPUBAET, C IITYMOM U PEBOM, OTPOMHAsI MeABe-
JKbsI OanIka. OpAOBEI €ABa YCIIE€BAIOT OTCKOUUTD M APYKHO OIEeTUHUTBCA pOoraTuHaMu. Emé
CEeKYHAQ — M I'POMAAHBIN OYPBIA MEABEAL C HEMMOBEPHOU IPBITHIO BEICKAKUBAET HAPYIKY...

— 51 6epy ero!.. — He CBOUM IOAOCOM KpUYUT ['pUropui.

MaTéphIi XUIITHUK BHaYaA€e OITyCKAeTCsI Ha BCE UEeTHhIPE AAITBl, OTASABIBAS IPOTUBHUKOB
3A00HBIMU MaA€HBKUMHU r'Aa3KaMy, IIOTOM yTporKalollle B3ABIMaeTCsI BO BeCh UCIIOAMHCKUHN
POCT U AeAdaeT HECKOABKO KOPOTKMX KOCOAAQIIBIX I1aroB. [ pUropuii TelueT eMy B 'PYAB pora-
TUHOW...

MepaBeab pyllIepaspuparolle PeBET U OCTEPBEHEAO HallupaeT Ha Hero. Paspaércsa rpom-
KUM TPecK, CHapsA IpepaTeAbCKU AOMAeTCs, U cTapiinil OpAOB epABa He CTAHOBUTCS AOOBI-
yel 3Beps — €ro OTPOMHBIE AQIUINU C KPUBBIMH, IIEIIKUMU KOTTSIMU CPBIBAIOT C TOAOBEI
I'puropwusa manky...
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Ho TyT >ke B TOPAO U JKMBOT MeABEAS BOH3AIOTCST poraTuHbI Anekcest 1 Dépopa. VBaH,
Ha BCAKHMU CAydYal, CAEPIUBAaeT C IIAeda PYy>Kbe. BrapuMup, rAIAd Ha HEro, TOJKe B3BOAUT
KypKU. My>KUK-IIPOBO>KATBIN BHIXBATHIBAET IIIUPOKUNA OXOTHUYNUN HOXK...

Muwumika, OOMABHO TauykKasgd CHeT KPOBBIO, 'PY3HO OOPYIIINBAETCSI Ha3eMb, ITBITASICh BHI-
PBaThb AAIIAMU 3AOIOAYUYHBIE ADEKOABSA. KpyroM ryadeT HeCTepIUMBIN, OTAYIIAIOIINU PEB.
3Bepb KOPUYUTCS B arOHUU... bpaThs, OAepHBle, Oe3 KPOBUHKHU B AUIAX, MOAYA CAEAAT 3@
CMEepPTHBIMU MYKaMH1 3A0CYaCTHOTO XUITHUKA... TOT HENCTOBO AEpraeTcs. ..

— Kaxk oH Tebs, O6parel;! — mouTu 0e33By4HO, OAHUMU I'yOaMU IIPON3HOCUT ANEKCEN.
I'puropuii CMOTPUT OTPELIEHHBIM, OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM B3TAIAOM. VIBaH NOAHUMAET €ro IanKy
1 HaxAOOy4dmBaeT e€ 6paTy Ha FOAOBY. TOT MeXaHUYECKU KMBAeT B OTBET. ATOHMA 3Beps He
yruxaer... Oépop 3abupaeT y Baapumupa py>kKb€, IOACKAKUBAET U CTPEASIET MEABEAIO B YXO.

— Monopen! AoOOpBIH BEICTPEA, — OA00pseT AreKcel. — XBaTUT OepOAaTe MYUUTHCH. ..
— kpecturcd. — OX, ¥ 300POB, AbSIBOA, HU AHA €MY, HU ITOKPBIIIKHA! ..

BpaTks OCTENeHHO IPUXOAAT B ce0s. ' puropuit mopAHUMaeT C 3eMAU CAOMAHHYIO pora-
TUHY, HEAOYMEHHO OCMATPUBAET €€, CAOBHO BUASA B IIEPBLIY pas.

— Bepé3oByio poryaro HapA0OHO OBIAO PYOUTH, — C BUAOM 3HATOKA TOBOPUT MY KUK. —
Omna Ha U3A0OM Kpenye, — OH IIOAXOAUT K YOUTOMY 3BEPIO, AEAOBUTO OCMATPUBAs ero.

— Arpe Ky3pka ¢ AQOHBKOINM? — HaloMUHAeT AAeKCel.

— OHwm oT cTpaxa 3a cTo BépcT yapaau! Miu ux tenepb! — cmeércst OEpop.

Anekceir mpocut Opara:

— A Hy-Ka, Banb, nokpuun!..

ViBaH cKA@ABIBaeT PyIIOPOM IIUPOKUE AQAOHU M 3BIYHO TOAOCHT:

— Kysbka! Adonbkal I'ae BB, ueptu?.. MauTte ciopa! JKuso!..

M3pareka AOHOCUTCS XPYCTKUN CKPUII CHeTa U CPBIBAIOIIUNCS OTKAUK:

— MEI TyTa, 6apuH... Cuyac!.. CKkopo OyaeM...

BoskaTeiM HaUMHaeT CHOPOBHCTO PA3AEABIBATE TYILY MEABEAS, CHUMas C HEro TOACTYIO,
A00poTHYIO 11yOy. OpPAOBBI, COUBIINUCH B KyUKY, TePIIEAMBO HAOAIOAQIOT 3@ HUM.

— A unyero 3Beproral MaTépsiit, AbSIBOA! — ¢ yXMBIAKOM BocKAnIIaeT Oépop, — S ayTh
OBINO PYKY He BBIBUXHYA, KOTAQ €MY B ITy30 POraTUHY BOTKHYA... [Ipsamo Acmopeii!..

— A Tbl AyMan! — ¢ BUAOM 3HATOKA NMOAXBATHIBAeT AreKcel. — Mel ¢ 'puiikoit, — oH
KMBaeT Ha OpaTa, — TaKOTo MaTEPOro BIiepBbie Oepém... BoT kak bor cBaT! — ObICTpO Kpe-
ctuTcs. — B Apyroit pa3 — He puckHEb!.. Kyaa kK Aentemy!.. CBos IKypa AOPOKE...

Craputt OpAOB 3aMedaeT CypOBO:

— Aa-a... BpaxxuHa ArOTBEIN... CHUAUIa apoBad... HyTb XpeOET MHe He caoMaa!l — OH
HCTOBO OCeHsIeT ce0s1 KPeCTOM.

OAMH 13 XOAOIIOB OCTOPOJKHO IIPUOAMIKAETCS K FOCIIOAAM, OOSI3AUBO KOCSCh Ha TYLIY
MEPTBOTO XUIITHUKA.

— Artpe Ky3sbma? — cmparmuBaeT ero Mean. Cayra MallleT pyKOW ¥ TOBOPUT C 3allWH-
Koi: — OH 3TO0... TaMa...

— AaBan — pasBopu KocTép! — pacnopsikaetrcsa Oépop, — Hedero 6e3 ToAKy o Aecy
11acTaTh. bespeAbHUKH! ..

CAayra cobupaeT U AOMaeT XBOPOCT, CKAAABIBAET ero Kyuel. [TogBasgeTcsa BTOPOM ABOPO-
BBIU, AOCTAET KPEMEeHb U KPECAAO, BEICEKAET OTOHb.

— BepécTy Ha pacTonky He 3a0yabTe! ['opeTh mmdye OyAeT... — OTPHIBasICh OT PabOTHI,
HAIlOMUHAET MY>KMK-BO>KaThIM. OH IIOYTH PA3AEAAACS C TYLIEH.

BpaTesl cOMAUCE B KPYKOK, AAeKCEN AOCTAET CepeOPIHYIO (PASIKKY C BOAKOH, IIEPEAAET
I'puroputo. TOoT pAenraeT KapHBIM TAOTOK, 3aXAE0BIBAETCS, KAIIIAIET. ..

— Yero Toponuinbca? — yupekaeT ero ®épop. — He Ha nmoskap Bepb... Bcé o6omnocs,
chAaBa Oory... Bce JKUBBI-3A0POBHI...

DAsira molIAa [0 pyKaM, HO CTPOTIo 110 CTapIINHCTBY: CAEAOM 3a ['puropuem nbeéT Arek-
ceri, notoMm PEépop, 3atem VMBaH 1, HakoHeIl, Brapumup.

— Ag, 6paTusl Mou! — BAPYT HOTPSICEHHO BOCKAUIIaeT I'puropuii. — JKU3Hb — HITyKa
KoBapHas... KyTs!..

Anekcell cMe€Tcs:

— Hy emé ob1! Korpa y Te0s poraTka IOIIOAAM, @ MEABEKBE XaAO PSIAOM — TyT BCEX
CBATBHIX HOMsHeIllb. Hebo, y>K TOYHO, C OBUMHKY IIOKaykeTcs! M aApy3el, U BparoB BCIIOM-
HUIIb...

— A g BAPYT POAUTEASI BCIOMHUA! — HEO>KMAAHHO IPU3HAETCA cTapinii OpAOB.

— ITanensky? — yausaserca @épop. — C uero ObL 3TO? ..

— Ero popumoro... — I'puropuii mepeBOAUT AyX. — Korapa MeHsa Dapurna OTIpaBUAd
MOCKBY OT UyMBI CIACATh...

— W pAyMmanaa, 4To THI TaM Bory Aylry oTaallb... — YAQUHO BCTaBAdeT AreKcel. I'puro-
pu# AocapAuBO MopiiuTcda: — He B 3ToM, 6paTyxa, AeAO... — OH IOOUYEPEAHO OKUABIBAET
B3TASIAOM Ka’kKA0ro. — UyMa 4yMoi, HO TaM OAMH CTapUK-ABOPENKUN BAPYT IIOBEAAA MHE,
KaK Halll OTell YyTh TOAOBBI He AMIIHNACS... BOT Kak s cetiuac!.. [IpepcTaBaseTe?.. — OpaThs
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APY’KHO YMOAKAIOT. /AWIITH TPECK PAa3TOPEBIIETOCS KOCTPa OYAOPaskKUT 3aTIOBEAHYIO AECHYIO
TuIKUHY. 1 rae-To O0MKO cTpekodeT cOopoKa... — CAy4mMAOCH 3TO, KOraa uapb I1éTtp Bcex
MSTEKHUKOB BeAeA Ka3HUTh. [1ocae OyHTa cTpeaenikoro... [Ipsamo Ha KpacHo naolapy uM
roAoBEI pyOuAu. Ha no6HOM MecTe. IIpu BCEM 4eCTHOM Hapoae... M BOT poIIra ogepepb A0
OTIa... — 'pUropuii 104eMy-TO BBIIIPSIMUACS, PaCIIpaBUA IAedr. — OH TOAOBY IPEABIAYIIe-
IO CMyTbsiHA HEOPE>KHO OTKUHYA, IIEPEeKPECTUACH... — OH TOXKe KpeCcTUTCd. — M MOoAOKUA
Ha MAaxy cBOIO. CIIOKOWHO U PEITUTEABHO. ..

— Aa HeyxTo?!.. — BRIpBIBaeTcs y VBaHa.

— A BOT IpeacTaBb! — Topao GpocaeT CTapIini.

— A Kak xe... — BrapuMup ocekaeTcs.

— Kaxk oH >)xuB ocTancsi?.. — I'puropuii ycmexaetrcsi. — ITéTp ArekceeBHUY KPUKHYA I1a-
AQuy: «TOro He TporaTh!» BoT u Bca nmorexa...

dépop poOaBASIET C PACCTAaHOBKOM:

— Komy norexa, a KoMy IOri0€eAb...

ViBaH HeAOYMEHHO BOIIPOIIAET:

— A B 4éM OTel] IPOBUHUACA? 3@ YTO eTo Tak? S 1 He 3HaA...

— OH B CTpeAel]KOM OyHTe CAYPY YYaCTBOBAA... — He CAUIIIKOM OXOTHO OTBeYaeT CTap-
mu OpaT. — B mocaepHeM... MoaopAOM OBIA, ropsuni... Kaila Toraa 3aBapuaach Kpyrast. Eae
pacxaebanu... Bca Poccud B Ty HOpYy Ha BOAOC OT THOEAH OBIAQ...

DEAOP TOHUIKAET I'OAOC:

— Kak HbIHYe Ha fluke...

BAaapuMup HepAOyMeBaeT:

— Ha fluke? A uto Tam?..

DEpOp HETPOMKO IIOSICHSET:

— Tam Kakom-TO OeTABIN Ka3dak — EMennka [TyrauéB — B30yHTOBAA TAMOIIHHUX 3A0A€-
eB... Ce0s OH BBIAQET 3a TOKOUWHOTO 1aps [lerpa TpeTbero. Hu Goabille, HU MeHbIIE... — IIPU
3TOM OH 3aroBOPIIUIIKU KOCUT Ha AreKkcesa. TOT AéeMOHCTPATUBHO OTBOpauuBaeTcs. VMBaH
ITOAXBATHIBAET:

— ToBopsr, uto ouu B3siAu OpeHOYpr. Bc€ MOXIAM M Pa30pPUAU... 11 BalIKUPIBL TOXKE
B30YHTOBAAHUCK... BOT Takas yexappal..

Baapumup xpabpo BOCKAUIIAET:

— Hwuyero, 6patiisl, crpamHoro! BoiiHa ¢ TypkaMu U MOASIKaMH, CAaBa O0I'y, 3aKOHUYU-
AQCh, IIOAK COAAAT TyAd OTHPAaBAT — U KoHell! COTHYT 3A0A€€eB B OapaHUN por, BOT YBUAU-
Tel..

'puropwuii KauaeT roAOBOM:

— He cka>ky, AroOe3HBINM! — OH KMBKOM yKa3bIBaeT Ha yOUTOTO 3Bepsl. — ITO Tebe He
MUIIKY y O0epaoru 3aBaauTh! ITo cebe 3Har0... MOCKOBCKUM YyMHOUM OYHT HaM AOPOTO CTO-
HA...
lBaH HepOyMeBaeT:

— ATlyraués BeIpaéT cebs 3a 1aps [Terpa @épopoBrda? Uro 3a 6Aakb? OH BEAb AABHO
yMep, BepHO?..

I'puropuii c ycMelKoM KuBaeT Ha AneKces:

— Cnpocu y 6para. EMy ayutite 3HaTb... OH ero JKUBBIM IOCACAHUM BUAEA. ..

LlapeyOuiinia c OTBETOM He CIIEILINUT, HeOPEe>KHO IIOOAATHIBAET Ty3aTOU (PAATOM U HEOIKU-
MAQHHO IIpeAAATaeT:

— JaBaiiTe, OpaThd, BEIIbEM 3@ popAUTeAd... LlapcTBo emy HeOecHoe! He OyaAb ero — He
OBIAO OBI HAC, COTAAQCHBI?

OPpPAOBEI APY’KHO KMBAIOT TOAOBAMH.

— OTIIOBCKOE MOAOAEYECTBO BCEM HaM KM3HU MOAAPHUAO. A MBI UX, €KEAH TaK CAYIUT-
cs, 3a Poccuio otpapuM!.. — Anekcell IpOTArUBaET (PASATY CTaplieMy 6pary.

OPpAOBEI COCPEAOTOYEHHO NIBIOT. 2KapKo ropuT KOCTED. B Aecy crymatorcs cymepku. [To
BeTKaM CKa4yT IOPKHeE IIONOA3HH, POHSASI Ha3eMb IIAeN (Bl AETKOU CHe>KHOU IBIAU... ['onoca
OparbeB 3By4aT I'yAKO M HEPa30OPUYUBO...

14

AsrycT 1774 ropa. I'leteprod. ITo aaressM u AOPOKKaM ABOPIIOBOIO IapKa I'yASIOT Ha-
PSAAHBIE AAMBI M TOCIIOAQ B COTPOBOKAEHUU AUBPENHBIX CAYT. LIIyMAT U IjeApO HU3Bepra-
IOTCS CTPYH OeCYUCAeHHBIX POHTAaHOB. HeyTOMHMO UrpaeT NprUABOPHEBII OPKECTP...

Bo ABopIie, Tepea MOKOSIMU UMIIepaTPHUIlbl TOAIIUTCS BhICHIas IPHUABOPHAs 3HATH U BCe
3HaAMEeHUTBIe BOeHa4aAbHUKU. MeAbKaloT Auna PymaHiieBa, CyBopoBa, PenHuHa, Bcex Op-
AOBBIX. Beabmoyxu — Yepnsblés, benkon, [lanns, Aep>XaBUH — B IIPUABOPHBIX MYHAMPAX
— >KAYT BBIXOAA TOCypapBbIHU. [TaHuH 3aMeuaeT EaarnHa ¥ KUBKOM ITOA3BIBAeT ero. Cekpe-
Tapb, PACKAQHUBASCH C IJapeABOPIIaMH, IIOAXOAUT K rpady.

— Pap BuAeTh Ballle CUSTEABCTBO. MesKAy IIPOYUM, TOCYAQPBIHS O BAC CIIPABASIAACS...
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ITaHMH XMypO IIPEAAATAET:

— OronpéM-Ka B CTOPOHKY, VBaH [NepdurbeBud. ECTb pa3aroBop BaKHBIN...

OHHU BBEIXOAAT B KOPUAOP, HO 3@ ABEPSIMM CTOUT POCABIY rBapAeell. ['pad Kocurcs Ha
Hero 1 yBOAUT EnarmHa emé panbire. CeKpeTapb yCMeXaeTCs:

— K ueMmy Takasi IpeAOCTOPOIKHOCTE, Ballle CUSITEABCTBO? 3AeCh BCE CBOM...

[NTa"uH NpPeAyCMOTPUTEABHO OTASIABIBAETCS, IIOHMIKAsA TOAOC AO IIENOTa:

— MHe TOABKO BOT IIO OOABIIIOMY CeKpeTy nepepany, uto [Tyraués cxkér KazaHb u ABU-
>xeTcs K HukHeMy... 3axBaueHBI BCe TAaBHBIE AOPOI'H, Pa30peHbl IOMENINYbU yCaAbObI,
MHOTI'He BeCbMa AOCTOMHBIE AIOAU YOUTHI M ITOBEIIeHb], OYHTOBIIUKUA IPOHUKAM BCIOAY... —
Enrarun MpauHeeT. ['pad XMypo npopoAKaeT: — UepHB BCTpedaeT ero ¢ 00pa3aMu U C XAe-
OOM-COABIO... ABOpSIHE OeryT U3 CBOUX IIOMECTHUH, BCE CBAILIEHHUKYN 3A0ACUCKU [IEPEOUTHL. ..
[ToaABIlN caMo3BaHell OOBABASIET HAPOAY BOABHOCTD, CYAUT UCTPeOAeHNe BCEro ABOPSTHCKO-
IO POAQ, OTMEHY BCEeX MOBUHHOCTEU M Oe3A€HEKHYIO Pa3pady COAM... Ho XoueT momapuTh
CcBoOero chiHa... Kommap!..

— Kaxoro ceiHa?.. — He IOHUMAaeT CeKpeTaphk.
— TIlaBaa IMeTpoBuua...
— Hacaepnuka?!.. — Enarus He BepuT cBouM yiamM. — OH UTO — CHOSATUAZ ..

[TaHUH FAOBUTO yCMeXaeTcs:

— VY 5TOTO KpOMEIIHUKA M HarAella B3bITpara HellOMepHas TOPABIHSA — OH I'OTOB BCE
MMOAUMHUTE cebe!l.. A Tenepsb ckaXky, ViBaH [TepduabeBud, HaM-TO Kak OBITH? AOAOSKUTH BCE
Es BeanuecTBy? B Takou AeHB?! Y MeHs roAOBa UAET KPYTOM... [0OBOpIO TeOe, KaK Ha AyXY...
— CeKpeTapb COCPEAOTOYEHHO MOAYUT. [TaHmH npopoAKaeT: — A B EBpomne moaararot, 94To
3TOTO 3A0A€S1 K HaM TypKH 3achrasru. OTOMCTUB, TaK CKa3aTh, 3a CBOM OeccAaBHBIE ITIOpaske-
Hud... KakoBo? Hy, 4TO TEI Ha 3TO CKa’kellb? ..

Eaarus, HaKOHeT], pellaeTcs:

— MHe pAyMaeTcs, Ballle CUSITEABCTBO, YTO B TAKOM AeHb He CTOUT OMpadaTh HAaCTPOeHHe
Eé BeandecTBa. OTa CeMUAETHSS BOMHA Aarachk HaM Heaerko!.. Keratu ckaszate — cam Cy-
BOPOB HaMepeH OKOHYATEeABHO YHATH OYHTOBIIMKOB... EMy-TO MO>KHO BepuTh? Ero repou-
CTBO M CA@Ba 4ero-HUOYAb Ad CTOSIT? ..

[NTa"uH 03apa4eHHO KayaeT TOAOBOM:

— Hy, xoau cam CyBopos!.. Toraa moropumM, bor pacT!.. — UCTOBO KpeCTUTCH.

A B Oypayape ExaTrepuHa CUAUT epep OOABIIUM 3ePKAaAOM, U e€ Kyadep (mapurmaxep)
Ko310B TIIaTEABHO COOPY’KaeT BBICOKYIO IIAPCKYIO IMPHUUYECKY. 3AeCh Ke IPUCYTCTBYIOT
BepHag KaMep-(dpay [lepekycuxmHa, ctaTc-AaMbl U PperAnHEL. [IpuaBopHaga nrytuxa Ma-
TpéHa AAaHUAOBHA HEYCTAHHO PA3BAEKAET UX, IPEACTABASA 10 O4epeAr OAMIKANIINX [apeA-
BOPIIEB.

— Hukura MIBaHOBUY, MUAOYKHM MOU, XOAUT TaK... — OHA TOPAEAUBO BBIIITYNBAET JKU-
BOT, YMeAO M300paskasi BaAbSKHYIO TOXO0AKY rpada [NannHa. OpelAnHB BECEAO CMEIOTCS.
— A nop rpacom Benkum, patt Bor eMy 3A0pOBBSI, HU OAHA ITIOAOBHIIA He CKPUITHET... — IIy-
THXa AeMOHCTPUPYET BKPAAUMBYIO, YTOAAMBYIO IIOBAAKY AOBKOTO BEABMOXKH. ..

DOpelAnHBI BeCeAo 3aAnBaloTcs. [ToKuAbIe CTaTC-AaMbl CAEPKaHHO YABIOaroTcs. Exa-
TepUHa UCKOCA HAaOAIOAAET 3@ HUMH, IIOTOM IIOA3BIBAET B3TASIAOM KaMep-dpay. [Tepekycu-
XWHA TYT K& OKA3bIBAETCS PSIAOM.

— Mappna Casuiza, a rae Eaarun?.. U rpaca [Nannna g Toke He BUKY. Kak 3To HoHU-
MaTh?..

[MTepekycuxuHa MTHOBEHHO OTKAMKAETC:

— Ilpuka>xeTe I03BaThH?

Llapuiia, mocae CEKYHAHOIO PA3AyMbs:

— He napo... Ho 3T0 mOAO3pUTEABHO. IBHO HECTIPOCTA...

Eé okpyskeHnue cpasy ymoakaeT. M 3atuxaer nrym 3a ABepsamu. llyrtrxa MaTtpéna AaHu-
AOBHA OpocaeTcsl K OKHaM, BEITAIABIBaeT Ha yAully. OpeHAnHEl TOJKe BCKAKUBAIOT CO CTY-
ABEB.

— Yro tam?.. — cmpammuBaeT ExaTepuHa.

— Epet-epet!.. OH, COOCTBEHHOM CBOEM IIePCOHOM!.. — BOCKAUIIAET UIYyTUXQ, IIPUILY-
puBas AeBBIN I'Ad3 U AaBas MNOHATH, YTO BUAUT HOBOTO paBOpHUTa Iapuibkl — [ToTéMKHHA.
EkaTeprHa yKOPU3HEHHO KadaeT TOAOBOU, HETEPIIEAUBO CIIpAllMBasd napukmaxepa: — Hy,
uyTo? ['oTOBO?.. YTO-TO TEI HEIHYE, TOAYOUMK MO, HepacToponeH. [Tocnermari!..

— Ceti MoMeHT, Bamte BeanuectBo!.. — K03A0B 3aKaABIBAET ITIOCAEAHIOIO IIIITUABKY.

A BHU3Y, IIepeA FAABHBIM IIOABE3A0M, Y3Ke CTOUT IPOCTOPHBIN, AOPOTOU dKUIIAXK, 3alps-
SKEHHBIN IIeCTepHEN. AaKe!d pe3BO COCKAKMBAIOT C 3alIITOK M PACIaXMBaIOT ABEPIIEI Kape-
Tel. ['puropuii IToTéMKUH, B reHEPAABCKOM MYHAUPE, C 3IIOAETaMU U OPAEHaMH, B COIIPOBO-
SKAEHUM aABIOTAHTOB, He TASIAS Ha CBETCKYIO ITYOAMKY, TECHBIMU IIITaAepaMU 3aCTHIBITYIO
Y BXOAQ, BaJKHO IIIeCTBYeT BO ABOpPell. M CTOUT eMy CKPBITECS 3a ABEPSIMU, Kak BCe AAMBI U
TOCIIOAQ, CAOBHO CTaAO O€3MOABHBIX OBEIl, IPOBOPHO CIIEIIAT CAEAOM...

M KaK TOABKO (DaBOPUT OKa3bIBAETCS Y BXOAQ B TA@BHBIN 3aA — B30PBI CAMBIX UMEHUTHIX
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CAQHOBHMKOB TYT XK€ CKpeIIuBaroTcsa Ha HEM. Ho [ToTéMKUH elé BeIle TOAHUMAET CBOIO
BHYIIUTEABHYIO OAHOOKYIO TOAOBY M CMEAO IIIaraeT AaAblile... HaBcTpeuy eMy U3 IpOTUBO-
IIOAOJKHBIX ABEPEH, B COIIPOBOKAEHUM CTATC-AAM M (PPENANH, TIOKA3bIBAeTCS UMIIepaTpUIia.
CoOpasmecs BCTPeUaroT €€ MOIBAeHUE TIOAOOOCTPACTHBIM I'YAOM U II€PEIIENTEIBAHUEM. ..

FocypapelHg OAeTa B MypIlypHOe OapXaTHOE IMAAThe, BBICOKYIO IIPUYECKY €€ YBeHUUBa-
eT OPUAAMAHTOBASA AMAAEMa, ToAyDass AHAPeeBCKas AeHTa ONIOSIChIBAeT IIpaBoe IAeYo... [To-
TEMKHH CKAOHSET TOAOBY U, YMEPHUB I11ar, IOAXOAUT K ITaPCKOM pyKe. EKaTeprHa MUAOCTUBO
yAbiOaercs. IIpruaBOpHEBIE C HECKPBIBAEMOU 3aBUCTHIO CMOTPAT Ha TOPFKECTBYIOIIEro CYacT-
AUBIIG, @ TOT, 9YBCTBYS CBOIO CUAY M MOI'YIIIECTBO, TOPAO BHIIPSAMASIET OOTaTBIPCKUHN CTaH...

— VI3BOABTE AOAOKUTH, TOCIIOAUH reHepaA-aHIned, — 'POMKO, BO BCEYCABIIIAHbE, IIPO-
M3HOCUT UMIIepaTpUIla, — KaKOBBI HAIlIM yCIIeX!U B IHeperoBopax ¢ OTroMaHCcKoM [TopToii?..
AOOUAUCH MBI TOTO, YET'0 JKeAAAU ? ..

— AOBOXY A0 cBepeHUs Bamrero Mmnepatopckoro BeandecTBa, — miéakas KaOAyKa-
MH, oTBeuaeT [ToTéMKuH, — 4TO B cereHnu Kyuyk-KaliHapaA Ky, MeXKAYy MHOIO U TYPELIKUMA
IIOCAAMU, MTOAIIMCAH AOATOKAQHHBIN MUP... — OH IIePeBOAUT AblxaHUe. — ITo Hemy Poccun

otxopaT 3eMAan KyOanm, Bech KpwiM, HepHOoMOpcKoe nobepexbe KaBkasza u Kabapaa...
MonapaBug 1 Baraxusa TakyKe MePEXOAAT II0A Hallle IOKPOBUTEABCTBO, & PyCCKHEe KOpaOAn
BOABHBI, OTKPBITO I CBOOOAHO, IIAABATh IT0 UEépHOMY MOpIO, MUHYSA bocdhop 1 AapAaHEeAA],
u pAanee B Mope Cpepn3eMHOe...

[TochepHmME CAOBa TOHYT B OYPHBIX, BOCTOPKEHHBIX allAOAUCMeHTax. bpaTtbs OpAOBEL
YKOPU3HEHHO NeperaspbiBatoTcsa. Heboabio CyBOpOB TOBOPUT pocAOMYy PyMsHIIEBY:

— HcTuHHO BeAuK yenroBek. M yMoM, 1 pOCTOM.

[TanwuH, B3AbIXad, nepemMuruBaeTrcsa ¢ EnarnueiM. belnikoil He >KanreeT rapoHel. Aeprka-
BUH BOCTOP>KEHHO CAEAUT 3@ IIPOUCXOAAIINM, CKAQABIBAsA B yMe IO3TUYeCKue CTPOdEL. [To-
TEMKUH AeAdeT 3HaK aABIOTAHTY, U TOT IePEAAET eMy OOBEMUCTHIA TOPTMEAD.

— Bort 3aech, Bamte MiMniepaTopckoe BeanuecTBO, BCe NOANIMCAHHEBIE aKThL. Bee, A0 epn-
Horo. MI3BOABTE IPUHATH 9TO CBUAETEABCTBO HAIIIMX CAABHBIX ITOOEA!..

Bo3ae rocypaphIHE MOSBASIETCS MOAOAOU YEAOBEK — 3TO €€ HOBBIU CeKpeTaph, OYAY-
wuit rpad be3bopoako. On 3abupaeT nopTdeb. V13 TOATIBI IPUABOPHBIX PA3AAETCI Y€M-TO
OOADBIT TOAOC:

— Busar, Ekatepuna! Busat, Poccus! Ypa-a!.. Ypa-a-a!..

[ITKkBaA aIAOAMCMEHTOB U IPUBETCTBEHHBIE KPUKHU 3aXAECTHIBAIOT 3aA W BBIPBIBAIOTCS
Hapy’Xy. BoBcio rpeMuT opkecTp. Pa3zpaércss HeCKOABKO ITIIIEYHBIX 3aAIIOB... Bce AUKYIOT.
Ho BOT rocypapelHg IOAHMMAET PYKY U LIYM YMOAKaeT. EKaTeprHa AeAaeT IIar BIEpEA U
TOP>KECTBEHHO TPOU3HOCUT:

— Tocnopa! S xo4y cMeAO IPU3HATHCSA BaM, YTO HUKOTAA IIPUPOAA He CO3AaBand AO-
Ael DOAee MY’>KeCTBEHHBIX, OTKPOBEHHBIX U BEAMKOAYIIIHBIX, UeM PYCCKHe... — BollapseT-
cs 0011ad, HepylIuMas TUIUHA. Bce coOpaBIImecs NPUAEPKUBAIOT AbIXaHue. ['ocypapbIHI
BAOXHOBEHHO IPOAOAKaeT: — HUKTO He CpaBHUTCS C HUMU B CHA€, KPEIIOCTU 1 BHIHOCAU-
BOoCTU. HeT HM OAHOTO KOHHUKA, MIEXOTHUHIIQ, MOPAKA M 3eMAeAeAblla — paBHOro uM. Hu
OAWH YeAOBEeK He ITUTaeT TAaKOM HeJKHOCTH K CBOUM AETSIM U OAM3KUM... — OHA C TeIIAOTOM
U IIPU3HATEABHOCTBIO OKMABIBaeT coOpaBmmxcsa. — OH AAAEK OT BCAKOW XUTPOCTHU U IIPU-
TBOPCTBQ, IPSIMOAYIIINE U Y4eCTHOCTD 3alIUIIAI0T €ro OT IOPOKOB. OH OBICTP, TOYEH, BepeH
u 6e3ynpedeH... BusaT pycckomy coapaty! BuBaT pycckomy Hapopy!.. OH AOCTOMH 3THX I10-
Oep 1 HeIIPeXOASIe cAaBbl!..!

OO011ee AMKOBaHNUE OXBATHIBAET BCEX COOPABIINXCS, HECMOTPS Ha YMHEI ¥ 3BaHU4. [1pu-
ABODHaAS 3HaTh, TOCIIOAA M AAMBI OKPY’KalOT IIapHUIly-HEMKY, TaK T'OPSY0 U IIPEAAHHO AIOOS-
II[yI0 IIOABAAQCTHBIN el Hapop,. MeabKaroT autia Opaoseix, [Torémkuna, CyBopoBa, Pyman-
1eBa, [lanmna, AepkaBuHa, berikoro, bezabopoako... Bce oHu, BHECIINE CBOW MOCUABHBIU
BKAQ@A, B 3@aBUCHUMOCTHU OT YMQ, TaA@HTa, MY’>KeCTBa, YIIOPCTBA, BEPHI U IIPEAAHHOCTH CTpaHe,
B KOTOPOM >KUBYT, UCKPEHHEe PaAbl €€ BOMHCKUM ycIlexaM M CTPACTHO MeYTaloT, YTO TaK
OyA€eT BCETAQ. ..

1ABmO]:) HEe npu6aBu1\ HU €AUHOro CAOBa, HU OAHOro KpaCO4YHOro snumema K BOCMOP>KEHHOMY MOHOAOTY
uapuubl. Omo 3anucaHO B ee AHeBHuUkax. Haao noAaramb, MmakK OHa U AyMaAa.



